J SUIAY /1 


| 


ommunal Sottl derail 
In Palestine 


by Arthur Wauchope 








<<<<>>>> 


The Jewish Problem -- How To Solve It 


by Justice Louis D. Brandeis 


Menachem Mendel Ussishkin 


by Shulamith Schwartz 


The Klan Joins the Unions 


by Nathan Keller 


The Situation In Poland 


by L. Spiesman 








ENTY-FIVE CENTS OCTOBER, 1941 | 





IN THE DEPTHS OF THE 
BORSCHT BELT 


HE BORSCHT BELT — FOR THE 

benefit of those who live too far 
West to know what it is—is not really 
the native habitat of borscht. As a 
matter of fact, sour cream, oceans of 
sour cream, are more characteristic of 
this neighborhood. The Belt occupies 
a good part of the romantic Catskill 
Mountains and is the hub of Jewish 
summer resorts. And for some reason 
it has acquired a doubtful reputation 
even among Jews. Just mention this 
neighborhood to some sophisticated 
member of the younger generation in 
the Bronx or Brooklyn, and a sneer is 
sure to follow. But when summer 
comes around, the young as well as the 
old flock nevertheless to its hundreds 
of resorts. Why the sneer? Maybe be- 
cause so many oldish maidens go there 
to find romance and/or husbands, or 
because of the overabundance of sour 
cream which is not as simply and sane- 
ly American as clam chowder. At any 
rate, there is a stigma attached to the 
neighborhood. 

The following few incidents occur- 
red in resorts in the borscht belt this 
summer. They were related to me by a 
representative of a campaign raising 
funds for labor colonization in Pales- 
tine. He had been showing films of 
life among the Jewish workers on the 
soil of Palestine in these resorts and 
appealed to the audiences to contrib- 
ute. I can vouch for the veracity of his 
experiences. 

Resort A. After considerable argu- 
ing the management allowed the cam- 
paign representative to show his films 
and make his appeal to the clientele. 
Mighty forces contended within the 
breast of the manager. Should he pos- 
sibly antagonize his customers, who 
came for a vacation, by exposing them 
to an appeal for money, or take advan- 
tage of an evening’s free entertain- 
ment? He finally decided in the affirm- 
ative. It was a warm summer evening. 
The hall was crowded. The film, with 
sound track, showed Daganiah, the 
Valley of Jezreel, the settlements in 
Judea, refugee children from Germany 
being absorbed into agricultural life, 
trees nursed to maturity on sand dunes. 
The audience, young and old, watched 
with interest. One old woman began 
to cry. 

The film was over. The appeal made. 
The crying woman rose: “Young man, 
I want to contribute something. Here, 
do you have change from a quarter?” 

Resort B. This one is for ultra orth- 
odox Jews. The place boasts of a 
kosher kitchen observing all the diet- 
ary laws, candles on Friday evening, 
facilities for communal praying. The 
older men all have beards. The young- 
er ones use “kosher shave” powder to 
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avoid resorting to a razor, which is de- 
finitely against biblical commandments. 
Again the film proceeds to unwind. 
For many in the audience this is the 
first “movie” in their lives since movies 
are notoriously sinful and to be shun- 
ned. The story unfolding before their 
eyes holds their attention. But the 
moment it is over the charm fades and 
doubts arise. The lights are on again, 
the audience is not large and the dis- 
cussion is carried on informally. A 
man with a black beard only slightly 


-streaked with gray asks suspiciously: 


“Why did we not see your Chalutzim 
at prayer? What is the matter, don’t 
they pray at all, your builders of Pales- 
tine?” It is explained to him that pray- 
ing is a private matter in the settle- 
ments. The films were taken to show 
how the land is reclaimed, but the 
people were not followed into the pri- 
vacy of their homes. A youngster, 
probably not more than fifteen years 
old, piped up: “But they could wear 
skull caps while working, couldn't 
they? Would it hurt them?” The keen 
eyesight of the young. He had noticed 
that even in the hot Palestine sun some 


men worked with bare heads. 


A brief council followed and it was 
decided that the work was very fine, 


but so far as the upbuilding of Pales- 
tine was concerned, it could not be ac- 
complished before the coming of the 
Messiah, anyway. So why waste money 
on a secular and obviously impractical 
project? 

Camp C. One of the Polish dish- 
washers came to see the film out of 
curiosity. During the day he is busy at 
the dishwashing machine. His tent, to- 
gether with those of the other kitchen 
workers, stands removed from the 
main camp, among the weeds behind 
the dining room. He now wished to 
see what kind of movies Jews show in 
their resorts. The film entranced him. 
Strong husky fellows plowing, pitch- 
ing hay, paving a road. Say, those Jews 
are not so bad. 


When the appeal for contributions 
was sounded, he went up to the speak- 
er's table, put down an envelope and 
left rapidly. Within the envelope there 
was a revolver bullet wrapped in a dol- 
lar bill. A brief note informed: “The 
bullet is for Hitler. Use it.” 


These incidents need not be taken as 
characteristic. (It seems I hear some 
muttering about Jewish anti- Semit- 
ism.) But they are true. Why not tell 
them? SHLOMO KATZ. 
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Editorials 





A JEWISH STATE 


ONFERRING with leaders in London a few 
weeks ago, Dr. Chaim Weizmann spoke of 
Jewish aspirations in Palestine in terms of a Jewish 
State. David Ben Gurion, chairman of the executive 
committee of the Jewish Agency, also employed this 
term at about the same time during a conference with 
representatives of the Press in London. The American 
Zionist convention in Cincinnati adopted a resolution 
in the same spirit. 

It would be incorrect to assume that the renewed 
use of the slogan of a Jewish state is a result of a 
favorable political alignment for its attainment. So 
far as we can gauge the situation no such develop- 
ments have taken place. The British government will 
hardly be grateful to us for raising this issue. For the 
duration of the war, at any rate, they would be thank- 
ful if Jews would refrain from acting as an indepen- 
dent political factor and from voicing their demands 
in public, thus placing the administration of Palestine 
in an uncomfortable position. To some British ears, 
demands for the establishment of a Jewish state 
might sound today like a request for a raise when a 
wage cut had been agreed upon by the board of 
directors. 

If the Zionist movement today again advances the 
idea of a Jewish state as a solution of the Jewish 
question, it does so not as a result of hints or sugges- 
tions from the outside. But during the third year of 
the second world war, Jews must come before the 
court of world public opinion with a formulation of 
their political demands that should be so clear and 
unequivocal that no one may misunderstand it. We 
do not know today what our chances will be at the 
conference table at which the new world order will 
be designed after the final defeat of Hitler. The 
democracies will face their true test only after the war. 
Then we will see how sincere were their pronounce- 
ments about the equality of nations and whether their 
repeated and systematic abstention from mentioning 
the Jews by name—the people that has suffered from 
Hitlerism more than any other—was accidental or 
not. But whatever may be the secret thoughts of the 
statesmen of the democratic countries, we Jews, know 
today that no really just world order can be set up 
after the war without including the establishment of 
effective conditions for the rebirth of the Jewish 
people. A Jewish state in Palestine is the political 
embodiment of these conditions. And whatever our 
chances at success may be, we must begin, at this time, 
to impress upon public opinion and upon the minds 
of the political leaders of the democracies that this 
time we will not be satisfied with some vague, elastic 





declaration which any succeeding colonial minister 
can interpret to his heart’s content. 

We do not exaggerate our strength either now or 
immediately after the war. Should the world powers 
feel, at the end of the war, that it is more convenient 
for them to ignore our needs and demands, it is quite 
possible that we will have nothing with which to 
“threaten” them against embarkation on such a 
course.’ The only weapon at our command is one that 
can be applied to world conscience solely. To the ex- 
tent that the world still possesses a conscience, it must 
learn to know that Jews will never acquiesce to the 
decrees of the White Paper, that we will not again 
accept a declaration similar to the Balfour Declaration 
which could be interpreted by some (Lloyd George) 
as implying a Jewish state, by others as promising 
only a kind of ghetto autonomy in Palestine, and by 
still a third group as a sort of Jewish Vatican, a symbol 
of the bond between Israel and the Land of Israel. 
Jewish demands today cannot be expressed in less 
than complete equality—equality for the individual 
Jew wherever he may live, and equality for the Jew- 
ish people among the nations of the earth in the form 
of a Jewish state in Palestine. Without these condi- 
tions all talk of Jewish emancipation will be mean- 
ingless and we will find ourselves relegated to a 
position of indignity and inferiority. 

The demand for the establishment of a Jewish state 
must not be confused with possible new political 
forms of international relations after the war. Some 
liberals now feel that the existence of numerous inde- 
pendent national states was a fatal malady of the pre- 
war world and that now small national units should 
be merged into large, super-national federative states. 


_ So far as Europe is concerned there is talk of a merger 


between Czechoslovakia and Poland, or even larger 
Slavic blocs. Some speak of a Danube federation; 
others of a federated Central European state. It is 
therefore no wonder that among Jews, too, we often 


~meet with the argument that national states are an 


anachronism, that the trend of history militates 
against their further existence and that it would there- 
fore be senseless to speak of a Jewish state at this time. 

Every sane person will immediately grant that the 
world must not return to the status of 1939 and that 
significant changes must be made in the interests 
of international peace and more productive economic 
collaboration. But this statement, true as it is, does 
not necessarily lead to the conclusion that small in- 
dependent states must give way to large federations. 
Should the world be organized into half a dozen large 
federal states (and everyone who is aware of the 
mood of the Latin American countries, for instance, 
knows that the solution of world problems through 
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federation is still a long way from realization univer- 
sally) international relations would no doubt become 
greatly simplified. But it would be naive to assume 
that the dangers inherent in power politics would au- 
tomatically vanish under such a system. Three score 
independent states present a greater danger of war 
than six or eight, but as long as states with standing 
armies remain, the danger will not be eliminated en- 
tirely. Whoever seeks a radical solution of the prob- 
lem of war must conclude that all states, large as well 
as small, must disappear and give way to a new 
League of Nations that would be the sole sovereign 
and armed arbiter in the world. Within such a 
scheme, where all nations enjoy a large measure of 
self-government yet none possesses complete political 
independence and where economic relations between 
all are regulated by an international authority, there 
is room for small national states, even for such a small 
one as the Jewish state would of necessity have to be. 


It is unwise and difficult to prognosticate what 
political path the world will follow in the coming 
epoch, whether that of numerous states, a few large 
federations, or self-governing ethnographic units that 
are controlled by a sovereign League of Nations. 
Within the British Labor Party, for instancé, there 
is a strong trend in favor of the last plan. Within such 
a setup, a national state will mean something different 
from what it means today. It will be less independent 
than heretofore, and a Jewish state would be subject 
to the same limitations. But we believe that we are 
entitled to the same measure of independence as other 
peoples—not more, neither less. 


But even if the world is to be organized along the 
principle of federated aggregates, we would still have 
no grounds to renounce our demands for a Jewish 
state. The federative principle is the general outline 
of a plan, it is not a mechanical dogma which knows 
no exceptions. Thus it is easily conceivable that the 
European continent should be organized in a few 
large federal states after the war, and yet a country 
like Switzerland with its unique structure and tradi- 
tions, or a country like Turkey whose racial and cul- 
tural background is not European, should be left to 
exist outside the borders of the federations. Due to 
the special geographic, historical and political back- 
ground of Palestine and its unique role as the territory 
destined to solve one of the oldest and most painful 
problems in the world, Palestine, too, may be recog- 
nized as a separate state that is not included in a fed- 
eration. We will, for.the present, omit the unpleasant 
possibility that after the defeat of Hitler the world 
may be doomed to undergo a period of dictatorship 
during which two or three victorious states would seek 
to impose their domination upon all others. Such a 
possible situation would also militate against a rapid 
application of the federal principle, which is based on 
voluntary consent of the nations involved. Thus Italy 
and Albania, which are today within the same polliti- 
cal framework, can hardly be considered a federal 








state. The union was arrived at by force. A union 
of Poland and Czechoslovakia would be a real fed- 
eration only if both agreed voluntarily to merge their 
political authority. For a Jewish state in Palestine to 
enter a larger federation, it will first be necessary 
to establish the fact that there is such a state, and only 
after such a state is established will it be able to decide 
for itself whether it wishes to enter a federation as an 
equal or not. 


Much mote serious are the objections to the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish state which are based on the 
present relationship of forces within Palestine. Jews 
are still a minority in Palestine and it is highly unlike- 
ly that they would become a majority by the time the 
war is over..To declare Palestine as a Jewish state 
immediately after the war would be an infringement 
on democratic principles, many people maintain with 
good reason. Even those who argue in the name of a 
higher conception of democratic ethics—according to 
which the present Arab majority in Palestine is not 
really a majority when one considers another major- 
ity, the millions of Jews in many countries who must 
become residents of Palestine out of necessity—hardly 
believe that their viewpoint will be accepted as valid 
by those who will determine the future face of the 
world. For some years after the war Palestine would 
have to remain in an exceptional condition of pre- 
statehood. During this period, when millions of Jew- 
ish refugees will be settled in the country, it could 
remain under the administration of the Jewish Ag- 
ency and some internationally sanctioned mandatory 
body. Within a few years, a million Jews could be 
settled in Palestine. Experience of recent years has 
demonstrated that the country can absorb them; as to 
the needs of European Jews to emigrate, that hardly 
needs proving. By the end of this period, Jews would 
form a majority in the country and the legal base for 
a Jewish state would be a fact. A group of trustees 
might be entrusted with the task of supervising the 
colonization in such manner as to assure an early sta- 
tus of self-support for the colonists and a careful pro- 


. tection of the legitimiate economic interests of the 


Arab population. 


On the face of it, such a regime is strongly remin- 
iscent of the mandatory system as it operated hitherto. 
But it should be obvious that there can be no compar: 
ison between the mandate of the past, whose powers 
and duties were vague and ill defined, and a mandate 
that is to last a definite number of years during which 
it must accomplish its purpose. We do not wish a 
resurrection of the old mandate over Palestine, but the 
establishment of a new one in a form that would pre- 
clude any misunderstandings or false interpretations 
on the part of all parties concerned. 


Will our demand be listened to? This question 
cannot be answered now. But we should not attach 
undue importance to it. If there should be but little 
sympathy at present for the establishment of a Jewish 
state, we must repeat more frequently and ever more 
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insistently that Jewish emancipation without a Jewish 
state in Palestine is a word without real meaning. No 
other country is capable of absorbing so many of the 
Jews of Europe within a relatively short time as Pales- 
tine. And without the recognition of the Jewish right 
to establish a state, immigration and colonization in 
Palestine will be unable to proceed on an appropriate 
scale. 

We will accomplish nothing through silence or by 
creating the impression that after the war we would 
again be satisfied with some vague and nebulous 
promises. 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN RUSSIA 


HOUSANDS OF SOVIET SOLDIERS GIVE THEIR 

lives daily on the battle fronts of Russia. Soviet 
cities and villages are being destroyed and millions 
of men, women and children have been forced to flee 
the Nazi advance. Other millions of Soviet citizens 
who could not flee are suffering hunger, terror and 
humiliating slavery in the occupied zones. These facts 
are enough in themselves to convince every right 
thinking and sincere American of the need to aid the 
Soviet people. When a nation is faced with destruc- 
tion, one does not stop to inquire into the nature of 
the regime under which it lives, what were their 
past political transgressions, what God they pray to, 
or whether they pray at all. The first reaction is—aid; 
rapid, large scale and effective aid. 


In the case of the invasion of the Soviet Union, 
the duty of America to extend help is even more im- 
perative than usual because Russia is bleeding not 
only in its own defense, or in defense of Europe 
alone, but also in defense of the United States. Wheth- 
et the Soviet government intentionally makes great 
sacrifices in the interests of the United States, or not, 
is totally irrelevant at this moment. The fact remains 
that they do so. If the United States is destined to 
take an active military part in this war, it is obvious 
that the more Germany is weakened, the greater the 
number of Nazi casualties on the Russian front, the 
less American young men will have to give their lives. 
Every Russian soldier who resists the Nazi invaders 
acts, in a sense, as an insurance for some American 
mother that her son would remain alive. Even on 
the basis of ungallant and cynical concepts of justice 
Russia is entitled to receive from the United States 
large scale material assistance in the form of arms and 
credits, and also moral aid in the form of pressure on 
Russia’s eastern neighbor, Japan, that would prevent 
its actively joining the Nazi attack. 


Such an approach to the question of helping Rus- 
sia is understandable to every American. This should 
also be the line of reasoning to be followed by the 
President when he speaks to the public. He should 
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have no difficulty in explaining to every American 
(with the exception of the small minority which is 
already infected with the virus of national suicide and 
treason) that no altruism is involved and that a strict 
national selfishness compels this country to aid Russia 
and thus help itself. It is therefore regrettable that 
the President, in speaking on religious freedom in 
Russia, adopted a line of reasoning that will convince 
no one and merely evokes a measure of distrust for 
him and for his plans to aid Russia. In under- 
taking the risky and thankless task of defending the 
Soviet Union on the subject of its religious policies— 
a subject on which the Anglo-Saxon world is particu- 
larly sensitive—he did a doubtful service to Russia 
and to the cause of its defense. 


When President Roosevelt was asked about the 
status of religion in the Soviet Union at the recent 
press conference, he could have refrained from an- 
swering this question. We have learned in the past 
how elegantly he can avoid uncomfortable queries. 
Or he could have answered in a manner that would 
not place him in an uncomfortable position. After 
all, he is not responsible for the doings of the Soviet 
regime. He could have expressed the hope that close 
military cooperation between Russia and the English 
speaking countries would in time exert a beneficial 
influence on the status of freedom of religion in the 
Soviet Union. Such hope was expressed only a few 
days ago by the Archbishop of Canterbury who is an 
unconditional supporter of military cooperation with 
Russia despite the unenviable position of religion in 
that country. 


It is therefore impossible to understand what 
moved the President to attempt to defend that which 
is indefensible. That there is no religious freedom in 
Russia—nor ever was since the Bolsheviks took 
power—is an undeniable fact. Citing Article 124 of 
the Soviet constitution, as the president did, means 
attaching undue importance to a legal formula of a 
country where government is not controlled by any 
checks and balances, and also misinterpreting the 
formula itself. Article 124 clearly states that the 
faithful enjoy “the right to worship” while the irrelig- 
ious, with whose attitude the entire administration of 
Russia identifies itself, have the right to carry on anti- 
religious propaganda. Even if the right to worship 
should never meet with interference, it would still be 
a far cry from religious freedom as it is understood 
under a.liberal interpretation of the separation of 
church from state. A secular state implies complete 
neutrality on the part of the government in religious 
matters. But in the Soviet Union the state is not a 
neutral in this respect; it is atheistic in principle and 
engages in anti-religious propaganda, at the expense 
of all citizens, while denying to religious citizens the 
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right to advocate their principles at their own expense. 
Even communists cannot deny the fact that the Soviet 
state is constitutionally anti-religious. Another Arti- 
cle of the same constitution which President Roose- 
velt quoted expressly declared that the Communist 
Party is the only legal political organization. In order 
to be accepted as a member of this party, one must 
renounce all religious affiliations and declare one’s 
atheism. Atheism is also advocated in the official 
manual of the Red Army, while religious organiza- 
tions can in no manner reach the Soviet soldiers to 
present their views. 

President Roosevelt therefore sinned against the 
most elementary principles of judicial logic when he 
compared the Soviet and United States constitutions 
in the matter of religion. The government of the 
United States has no right to conduct either religious 
or anti-religious propaganda. But every citizen or 
group of citizens may carry on such propaganda. His 
example of the soap box orator who can speak for 
religion one day and against it the next, does not 
apply to Russia. It is no accident that no one tried 
to preach religion publicly in the streets of Russia 
for so many years. Everyone knew that even. such an 
innocent action might mean exile or imprisonment. 
And it is hardly necessary to point out that one cannot 
speak of freedom of religious conscience in connec- 
tion with a country where no theological seminaries 
or publications are allowed and where no one may re- 
ceive religious education before his eighteenth year. 


In his monumental work on the new civilization 
of the Soviet Union, Sydney Webb expresses gratifi- 
cation that “worship of God is replaced by the service 
of man.” But he did not declare how this “service of 
man” was introduced to supplant the other worship. 
He did not mention the thousands of clerics of all 
faiths who were exiled, the public burnings of ikons, 
the seizure of synagogues and the countless other 
manifestations of atheistic piety which the Soviet gov- 
ernment inspired and practiced. Not even ardent 
supporters of the Soviet regime maintain that all this 
was done with the consent of a majority of the popula- 
tion. (Disregarding, for the moment, the question 
whether in matters of religion a majority has a right 
to impose its will upon a minority.) 

No exact figures have ever been published concern- 
ing the number of persons with religious affiliations in 
the Soviet Union during each year of its existence. But 
for the single year 1928 (ten years after the com- 
mencement of the attacks on religion) we know that 
65% of all funerals in Moscow were carried out ac- 
cording to religious ritual, despite the disapproval of 
the authorities of such ceremonies. During the same 
years, 57% of the non-Jewish children born in the 
capital, where anti-religious sentiment was most 
strongly stressed, were baptized. Passing from the 
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city to villages, the figures are even more revealing. 
Among the farmers in the collective settlements, who 
constitute a majority not only of the peasantry, but 
of the entire population of the country, we find 
that 77% in the “progressive” districts and 98°/, 
in the “backward” regions kept ikons in their homes 
as late as 1932. Religion thus has not been eradi- 
cated from the mentality of the Soviet peoples even 
at the end of a decade of atheistic propaganda financed 
by the state. The closing of thousands of religious 
institutions of the Greek Orthodox, Catholic, Protes- 
tant, Jewish, Moslem faiths and of other non-con- 
formist groups, were thus acts carried out against the 
will, convictions and cultural habits of the popula- 
tion. Communists in Russia knew this very well. But 
they were not shocked. On the contrary, they prided 
themselves on their anti-religious propaganda as a 
great achievement of the social revolution. When 
it was pointed out to them that in the post-revolution- 
ary years organized religion in Russia reached a high 
level of integrity, that the Greek Orthodox church, 
which had been closely allied with Czarism in the 
past and had served its interests, had lost its privileges 
and possessions and could no longer attract careerists 
into the ranks of its clergy, the communists replied 
that these very facts lent weight to Lenin’s dictum: 
“Whenever a church becomes less corrupt, there is 
more reason to destroy it.” 


Recalling all the above facts it is difficult to under- 
stand why President Roosevelt permitted himself to 
make a statement that might give the public the im- 
pression that the status of religion in Russia is ap- 
proximately the same as in the United States. If he 
tried to calm the Catholics who are deeply concerned 
over giving aid to a country that persecutes religion, 
he only succeeded in achieving an opposite end. 
The Soviet Union is not on the moon and there are 
many in the United States who are well informed on 
what goes on in Russia. His statement also tended 
to reflect on the veracity of documents released by the 
Vatican. Catholics still remember the Pope’s Ency- 
clical Letter of 1937, and so far as matters of religion 
are concerned, Catholics will take the word of the 
Pope as against that of the President. Roosevelt 
should also have exercised a greater restraint at this 
time when negotiations with the Vatican concerning 
its attitude toward the war are still going on. 


Punishment for the President’s carelessness was 
not delayed. Catholic and other religious bodies at 
once protested. He also harmed his own prestige, 
the interests of the United States and the policy of 
aiding Russia. The White House is now trying to 
allay the discontent caused by the statement. It is 
being hinted that efforts will be made to influence 
Moscow to improve the status of religion in Russia. 
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The Soviet propaganda chief, §. A. Lozovsky, mean- 
while seized upon the occasion to declare that present 
laws governing religion are quite satisfactory to all 
concerned. 


With his statement the President has caused un- 
pleasantness for his friends who support his policies 
and look upon him as destined by history to lead the 
nation during a period of danger. He should make it 
clear to the entire country that he cannot be responsi- 
ble for the doings of the Soviet regime and that mili- 
tary aid to Russia at this time is not a prize for past 
behavior but a duty dictated by the interests of the 
United States which has aligned itself against the 
enemy of Russia and of the entire world. 


CONCERNING War-MONGERS 


CCASIONALLY ONE CAN’T HELP WISHING 
that some of the charges hurled against Jews 
were true. Thinking of innumerable Jews starving in 
East European slums, one would like, the myth of 
Jewish “riches” to have some actual substance. Re- 
membering the hosts of agonized refugees, driven 
helplessly from frontier to frontier, tormented be- 
yond the imagination to conceive, one would be 
pleased if the ironic fable of Jewish “power” had 
some small iota of truth in it. And, coming nearer 
home, there are some American Jews who would not 
be sorry if the imbecile accusations of the America 
First spokesmen were based on fact rather than bla- 
tant Nazi inspiration. 


Through its chief luminary Lindbergh. whom, in- 
stead of denouncing, it has seeri fit to uphold, Amer- 
ica First charges that the Tews are among our main 
“war-mongers.” The administration. which merelv 
represents the ereater part of the American public. 
having managed to vet elected bv an overwhelmino 
maioritv, shrinks in the Lindberch eve to a counle of 
nersonalities. whereas the Tews best ride the interven- 
tionist scene. Since by “war-mongers” America First 
means anv one opnosed to a Hitler-daminated world. 
we can onlv sav that we wish that Tews 25 a oroun 
merited so honorable a designation. TInfortunatelv 
such is not the case. If we review the leading inter- 
ventionists, we find that Tews plav an insignificant 
role among the lists. The five million American Tes 
present no united front on the auestion of interven- 
tion. The anathetic, the indifferent. the unseeing are. 
to be found among American Jews just as among 
other sectors of the American population. Many 
Tews, despite their snecial opportunities for enlight- 
enment, are as blind and short-sighted as other ele- 
ments who cannot read the patent lessons of contem- 
porary history written large in the blood of Europe. 
We are not proud of this. We wish that it were other- 
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wise. We wish that we could truthfully say that every 
American Jew was patriotic enough and wise enough 
to understand the enormity of the Hitlerite menace to 
the United States. We feel that the greatest contribu- 
tion Jews, like all loyal Americans, could make to the 
security and welfare of the United States would be a 
concerted and active realization of the danger to 
America inherent in the isolationist position. We 
regret that many Jews are to be found in the isola- 
tionist camp just as we regret the presence there of 
any honest American who genuinely loves his coun- 
try and the democratic way of life. 


No man who realizes that a Hitler victory is as much 
a threat to the United States as it is to every martyred 
country under the Nazi heel need fear to be called a 
“war-monger.” Bandied about today as it is by Nazi 
stooges, the term can only be viewed as a compli- 
ment. Of course, America First is not indulging in 
compliments when, with a complete disregard for the 
truth, it attempts to identify the Jews with the war 
party. It is deliberately using the favorite Nazi tech- 
nique of confusing an issue by obscuring it through 
an appeal to an irrelevant prejudice. If America First 
can succeed in making the discussion of our foreign 
policy revolve around some specious “Jewish inter- 
ests” instead of the actual American interests, it will 
have managed to deflect the public mind from the 
actualities at stake. In the resultant chaos, while 
shouts of the “Jews want war” or the “Jews don’t 
want war” darken the air, the essential issue—the 
Hitler threat to America—may be overlooked, which 
is naturally, what every fascist sympathizer wants. 


If Jews were as far-seeing as the anti-Semites be- 
lieve, they would all be solidly behind the President 
in his policies. It is no accident that the overwhelm- 
ing majority of foreign correspondents, men and 
women who have actually had occasion to observe 
conditions in present-day Europe, are passionate inter- 
ventionists. Such men as William Shirer, Leland 
Stowe, Elmer Davis and many others, none of whom 
are Jews, have seen it happen and they have no illu- 
sions about what Hitlerism holds in store for the 
United States. Yet no one in his senses would say that 
foreign correspondents are by nature more bellicose, 
and more averse to peaceful negotiation than any 
other group. Their interventionist stand springs log- 
ically from their opportunities to observe and to ex- 
perience. In a melancholy sense, Jews occupy a simil- 
arly privileged position. Because they have tasted the 
full impact of the Nazi fury in all its monstrous vari- 
ations more completely than any other victim, they 
know the nature of the beast. Who can warn of a cal- 
amity better than its chief sufferers? Anti-Semites 
shriek that Jews are war-mongers because they take it 
for granted that whoever else may be fooled, Jews 
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will not be fooled. They know that Czechs and Poles 
and Greeks will also not be fooled, but there is no 
anti-Greek bigotry on which to play. So, 2 priori, 
they seek to discredit every voice of warning and ex- 
perience by affixing the Jewish label. It is a reason- 
able calculation. No one better than a Jew should 
know the ferocity of the Nazi method and the savage 
scope of Nazi greed. No one better than a Jew should 
be able to warn the country he loves before it is too 
late. It so happens that the most energetic voices lift- 
ed to awaken America to a realization of the danger 
close at hand are those of non-Jews. Lindbergh and 
his cohorts lie about Jewish interventionism just as 
they lie unscrupulously, and in typical Nazi fashion, 
about Jewish control of the press, the radio and other 
channels of public information. But the fact that his 
lie can readily be disproven need give Jews no parti- 
cular satisfaction. We should like it better if it were 
true. Every honest citizen who doesn’t want the Nazi 
tyranny to enslave America need not be afraid of the 
charge of “war-mongering.” Such “war-mongering” 
is the obligation of every patriot who thinks in terms 
of a free America and a world in which the lights of 
civilization have not been blacked out permanently. 


JusTIcCE Louris D. BRANDEIS 


pig DEATH of Justice Louis D. Brandeis de- 
prives America of one of the most outstanding 
and noblest spirits of the age. He has been one of the 
few persons of the past generation who have left an 
indelible mark on the ways of thinking of a nation 
in transition. On the bench of the Supreme Court he 
has been instrumental in formulating and articulating 
the attitudes of the most genuine and progressive 
forces in the country. 

Louis D. Brandeis always faced issues squarely and 
sought true rather than easy solutions to the prob- 
lems that confront man in our time. As a Jew, and 
aware of the full implications of what it meant to be 
one, he therefore shunned the facile panaceas that so 
many others seized upon. Brandeis became a Zionist. 
This is not an easy path to tread and one who follows 
it must first answer many difficult questions to him- 
self and then embark upon a lifelong course of edu- 
cating his fellow men to the meaning of his cause. 
Accusations of divided loyalty and hyphenated Amer- 
icanism are sure to be hurled by enemies as well as 
by mistaken well wishers. Brandeis confronted these 
questions at the very beginning of his career even 
as he grappled with the other manifestations of our 
troubled times. 


THE APPEAL OF THE TWENTY SIX 


by Hayim Greenberg 


SS August 24, twenty six prominent Jewish writ- 
ers, scholars and actors of Soviet Russia issued 
an appeal to “the Jews of the world” to do their 
share in the fight against Nazism. If ever there was 
an appeal that served no purpose, this one is it. The 
authors of the call have nothing to say to us that we 
have not been shouting from the roof tops for over 
two years. Until June 22, when Russia was invaded, 
they were deaf to our call, or pretended to be deaf. 
When we cried out about the mortal threat of 
Nazism to world Jewry and to human civilization, 
they cynically jeered at us. Individually some of the 
twenty six artists and scholars who signed the man- 
ifesto in Moscow may be modest and fine people. 
As a group they are guilty of the cheapest kind of 
audacity. What right have they to don the mantle 
of preachers, when’ the audience to which they ap- 
peal has been conducting a life and death struggle 
long before these new “leaders” came around to 
see things in the present light? Every ordinary Jew 
knew all along that it is “either Hitler or we,” but. 
the twenty six scholars in Moscow had to pass through 
a two year period of collaboration with the Nazis 
and a low struggle against all the democratic forces 
that fought Nazism, before they saw the light. Who, 





then, needs their suddenly acquired wisdom and who 
can have faith in their sincerity? Jews don’t have 
to be told at this stage what Hitlerism means. If 
the Moscow Jewish authors only now discovered the 
significance of Nazism, it is an indication that their 
intelligence is far beneath that of the ordinary per- 
son, and they are not entitled to teach others or to 
aspire to leadership. ‘ 


If they had, at least, mentioned their own blind- 
ness during the past two years and their crime in 
collaborating with Hitler during the darkest period 
in our history; if they had had the courage to admit 
their former grievous errors, now that they have 
seen the light, their manifesto might have had some 
worth. It could then be looked upon as a valuable 
human document, a confession and a statement of 
repentance. But of their own recent past there is 
no mention in their call, as if nothing had happened 
in Jewish life up to June 22, as if they had not 
piously said “Amen!” to the foul preachings of the 
Soviet press that “fascism is a matter of taste.” As 
if they had not participated up to a few months ago in 
the vile campaign that sought to poison the minds 
of youth throughout the world with the inhuman 
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notion that “for the proletariat it does not matter 
whether Churchill or Hitler wins the war.” 

No, the twenty six tovarishchi who signed the 
manifesto in Moscow have nothing to tell us. They 
stand disqualified for the role of preachers or leaders. 
No Jew in the ghettos of Poland or in the towns of 
Rumania awaits their word. No Jew in Palestine, 
where the communists so recently had an alliance 
with Hitlerist forces, looks to them for encourage- 
ment. And certainly the Jews of America are not 
hanging on their lips. The din of the communists 
that the American army and navy are being expanded 
not against Hitler but to seize Latin America for 
Wall Street still rings in our ears. 

If they intended to arouse us to greater aid to 
Soviet Russia, then it was an unnecessary effort. 
There lives not the Jew in America or elsewhere who 
does not understand the full need for such aid, or 
is unaware that in helping Russia we are not assist- 
ing the Bolshevik regime but the millions of honest, 
toiling people who refuse to be enslaved by Nazism. 
Each of us, here, knows that in helping the Soviet 
armies we defend ourselves and bring nearer the 
day of Hitler’s fall. American Jews will do every- 
thing they can in this direction and they do not need 
the prompting or the blessing of the Soviet Jewish 
intellectuals who until now were either too blind to 
grasp the meaning of Hitlerism or too cowardly to 
dare the displeasure of the Kremlin by voicing 
Opposition. 

Are we unjust to the twenty six Moscow writers 
and artists? Isn’t it possible that they secretly suf- 
fered, together with all other Jews, during the past 
two years and only conditions in Soviet Russia pre- 
vented them from speaking out? Perhaps they are 
Marranos whom the Soviet Inquisition forced to say 
things they did not believe? Perhaps it is so, and 
living here under a free democratic regime, we have 
no right to condemn them for their submission to 
Soviet discipline. We must not forget that calling 
to war against Hitlerism, or even criticizing collabor- 
ation with Nazis, might have meant a death sentence 
in Russia up to some months ago. And while we 
glorify the heroes who gladly went to the stake 
rather than renounce their beliefs, we also do not 
condemn those who lacked the courage of martyr- 
dom and went underground. We commiserate with 
the latter. The Moscow Jewish writers, lacking 
courage as they do, may nevertheless deserve our 
compassion after all. 

However, we are not concerned merely with 
the twenty six in Moscow but also with Stalin’s 
henchmen among our midst. In discussing the man- 
ifesto I also had in mind its possible influence on 
some people whose memory does not go back more 
than a few days. 

Local Stalinists would like very much that we 
all forget the recent past and treat them as if no- 
thing had happened. They are trying as hard as they 
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can to establish an atmosphere favorable to united 
front moves. It is therefore important to bear in 
mind that while one may conceivably feel sympathet- 
ic commiseration for prominent Jewish authors and 
communists within Russia, where deviation from the 
line laid down by the Kremlin implied martyrdom, 
there is not a grain of justification for the behavior 
of the local tovarishchi. These, after all, live in a 
free country and enjoy the protection of American 
laws. The G.P.U. cannot reach them to enforce its 
will in the United States. When in August, 1939 the 
Soviet regime made its pact with Nazism, local com- 
munists should have declared: “That's as far as we 
go. If Moscow betrayed itself, we will not participate 
in this treason.” There was nothing to hinder their 
declaring their independence from Moscow and de- 
ciding that they would not collaborate with the ex- 
ecutioner of the world. Nothing, that is, aside from 
dull, slavish loyalty to the “party line,” to commands 
from the bosses in Moscow. The Jewish intellect- 
uals in Moscow might have acted as they did out 
of fear. The local communists and their followers 
for nearly two years hailed the pact with Nazism 
out of slavish devotion to their masters. 


Let us therefore bear the following clearly in 
mind: aid Russia as much and as effectively as pos- 
sible. But no cooperation with local communists. 
They can do nothing to facilitate such aid. On the 
contrary, their appeals to the public and their part- 
icipation in the campaigns to assist the Soviet Union 
can only damage this cause. If American commun- 
ists were really friends of Soviet Russia, they would 
retire and hide somewhere for the duration of the 
war. 


HE BOARD of Jewish Deputies of England, the 

Executive Committee of the Jewish Agency and 
the Vaad Leumi, national council of Palestine Jews, 
have almost simultaneously handed to the Soviet 
ambassador in London their replies to the appeal of 
the Jewish intellectuals of Russia. Their friendly 
response expressed the deeply felt desire of the Jews 
throughout the world to reestablish contact with the 
millions of Jews in the Soviet Union who had been 
cut off from the outside world for so many years. 


Personally I do not understand why such a respon- 
sible body as the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
should have found it necessary to send an official an- 
swer to the Moscow “intellectuals.” In doing so the 
twenty six authors of the appeal were automatically 
conceded to be spokesmen of Soviet Jewry, which is 
not the case at all. Many of this group of intellectuals 
were themselves instrumental in repressing every 
effort on the part of Soviet Jewry to become articulate. 


I realize that many will undoubtedly view my argu- 
ments as a sclerotic attempt to nourish old grievances. 
Such an uncomplimentary evaluation of my attitude 
might be justified if we were to see genuine signs of 
penitence in Moscow. But where are such symptoms 
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of regret? Have any changes been made so far in 
the internal structure of the Soviet regime that we 
should begin altering our attitude toward its leaders? 
Those who had been executed by the Stalin regime 
cannot be resurrected, but what about the tens of 
thousands of political prisoners who are languishing 
in Soviet jails? Has an amnesty been declared for the 
multitudes of socialists and communists and other 
sincere political dissidents who had been framed up 
and removed from the social life of the country? Why 
did not the names of the exiled Hebrew poet, Lensky, 
and the long imprisoned historian, Dr. Zinberg, ap- 
peat among the names of the twenty six authors of 
the appeal? 


How easy it is to placate us. For progaganda 
purposes the Soviet reins were loosened a bit for a 
moment and the public was given a sly hint that it 
was permissible again to go to a church or a syna- 
gogue to pray, the publication Bezbozhnik was sus- 
pended in order to be able to inform London and 
Washington about it, and already many among us are 
ready to cheer themselves hoarse at the miracle of 
religious freedom in Russia. Two Jewish socialist 
leaders were released from Soviet jails, and many 
American Jews are ready to chant Hosannas to the 
new freedom of conscience that reigns under the 
wings of the Kremlin, forgetting, in the meantime, 
that these two (Ehrlich and Adler) and a number 
of Zionist leaders were released not because the Soviet 
regime saw a new light and admits that socialists and 
Zionists also have a right to exist, but because these 
prisoners were Polish citizens, and under the terms of 
its recent treaty with Poland, Russia was compelled to 
release them. We have not yet heard that similar 
humanitarian broad-mindedness has been applied to 
Soviet citizens who have been condemned to dark 
dungeons for their political’ convictions or as a result 
of frameups. 


There could have been no criticism against the 
Executive of the Jewish Agency had it sent its word 
of encouragement to the Russian people, to the mil- 
lions of anonymous Soviet soldiers who daily risk 
and sacrifice their lives for their independence, or to 
the Jewish community in the Soviet Union. Our 
present alliance with Russia is an alliance with the 
peoples of the Soviet Union, and whatever the faults 
of their government we will help them to the best 
of our abilities. But there is a great difference between 
the peoples of Russia as a whole and some communist 
clique of authors and artists with whom we need have 
no dealings even under conditions of war. 


From a purely utilitarian point of view there might 
have existed some justification for addressing the 
twenty six had there been some hope that this move 
is the beginning of a relationship that can culminate 
in the legalization of Zionism in Russia. But only 
people who close their eyes to the basic character and 
structure of the Soviet regime can delude themselves 
with a hope that the status of Zionism can be changed 
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without other fundamental alterations taking place 
in the regime. As long as the Soviet state continues 
to be based on police suppression and not on freedom 
of conscience and a minimum of political rights for 
the individual, without which no legal state machine- 
ry is conceivable, there can be no thought of a legal 
Zionist movement in Russia. 


Soviet prohibition of Zionism was not an accidental 
capricious decision of some Red Satrap. It is inherent 
in the nature of the Soviet state. As a result of the 
present international situation, it is conceivable that 
the Kremlin might even recognize the right of the 
Jewish people to build for itself a home in Palestine. 
One of the reasons underlying Moscow’s opposition 
to this aim, up to date, was founded in the Soviet 
attempt to undermine British influence in the Near 
East and in its own aspirations in that part of the 
world. Today Soviet Russia willy-nilly has become a 
defender of British positions in the Near East and it 
is not inconceivable that at the peace conferences 
following the war, Russia might recognize the nation- 
al rights of the Jewish people to Palestine. But even 
such an international sanction of Zionism would not 
necessarily mean the legalization of the movement 
within Russia. That would be impossible as long as 
Soviet Russia clings to a policy of denying its citizens 
the elementary liberties of a democracy. 


For the first time, Moscow permitted a Jewish 
broadcast from Jerusalem to reach its own Jewish 
citizens. I do not intend to minimize the significance 
of this occurrence. After nearly a quarter century of 
isolation, Soviet Jews were permitted once again to 
hear words of encouragement and hope coming from 
the outside, the voice of rejuvenated Palestine. Those 
who labored to obtain Soviet permission for this 
broadcast deserve the warmest congratulations. But 
this permission could have been obtained even with- 
out applying at the address of the twenty six “intellec- 
tuals,” nor should we delude ourselves that it marks 
the beginning of a new era. Much water will still 
have to flow over the dam before the authorities in 
the Kremlin grant those basic political liberties with- 
out which the legal existence of a Zionist movement 
is unthinkable. 
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Address Delivered at the Overseas League, London, by General Sir Arthur Wauchope, 
High Commissioner and Commander-in-C hief in Palestine and Trans-Jordania, 1931-1938 


I DARE SAY some of you are surprised that I should 
have chosen as the subject of my talk to-day “The 
Communal Settlements in Palestine” and not, as an 
old soldier might be expected, deal with some aspect 
of the war. 

I have chosen this subject for two reasons: 


First, I feel you all know just as much about the 
war as I do, but after having lived for nearly seven 
years in Palestine, I believe I have a more intimate 
knowledge of these communal settlements than most 


people. 

My second reason is this: We are all interested 
not only in the war, but also in any social or economic 
changes that may take place after the war, especially 
those needed to bring about a more equal distribution 
of wealth. 


Many economic changes have been proposed, but 
some of these suggestions seem to me rather theore- 
tical than practical. I cannot myself believe that any 
form of Utopia will follow on immediately after the 
war. 


But I thought it might be of some general interest 
were I to explain to-day how these 30,000 Jewish 
settlers have, not only in theory but in actual practice, 
solved the problem of equal distribution of wealth by 
the simple, if drastic, method of having none. 

Not that I suggest that this system, whereby no 
man of woman may own or acquire any personal pos- 
session, is in any way suited to the spirit of this 
country or to the traditions and ideals of my country- 
men; but I do suggest if changes in our social or eco- 
nomic structure are to be discussed, then it is worth 
while to consider, if only for a few minutes, the one 
example of such a system where people actually do 
live on an equal economic basis. And this example 
is of a people who can be judged by their deeds rather 
than by their theories, and who have made a success 
of their life for more than a generation. 

As you know, similar experiments have been at- 
tempted mainly in America and Australia, but none 
has succeeded. I do not count any experiments that 
are being made in Russia, for little is known of them 
except that they are State-controlled; it is question- 
able if they are purely communal, and the one fact 
we can be sure is that their future is very precarious. 


The earliest experiment I know of was made nearly 
2,000 years ago in the Early Christian Church: it is 
best known to us by the story of Ananias and Sap- 
phira who, you remember, came to rather an abrupt 
and painful end. The members of this early Church 
held all things in common. 





I will read how that society is described in the Acts 
of the Apostles: 

“They held all things in common. 

Neither was there any among them that 
lacked for anything. 

For as many of them as were possessors of 
lands or houses, sold them, and brought the 
prices of what they sold to the Apostles; 

And distribution was made unto every man 
according as he had need.” 

Though we hear no more of this communal life 
in the Early Christian Church after the death of 
Ananias and Sapphira, I have recalled its existence 
because the principles of their method of living seem 
to have been very similar to those of the communal 
settlements in Palestine which I speak of to-day. 

It is generally said that without the incentive of 
personal gain little work would be done, many would 
die, others remain incompetent to carry out their 
duties, and the people of such a community would 
soon starve. 

But the very reverse of this has happened and is 
happening to-day in Palestine, as even a most cursory 
study of the condition of Jewish agricultural settle- 
ments shows. 

During the last 20 or 30 years the Jewish immi- 
grants have proved most successful farmers. The 
villagers generally prefer mixed farming. They own 
many herds of dairy cattle, the number of their sheep 
and poultry increases every year. They produce over 
half the oranges grown in Palestine. 

At this season of the year the valleys and foothills 
are covered with green fields of young wheat and bar- 
ley and lucerne—with many vineyards and orchards, 
so that the country now occupied by Jewish settlers 
more than justifies the words of those spies who long 
ago reported to Joshua that Canaan was a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey. 

Some 200 of their farm settlements are run on or- 
dinary lines of individual ownership, the land usually 
being divided into small holdings, and the produce 
sold for the profit of the individual cultivator. 

But in over 80 well-established settlements the 
land is held in common; and not only the land, but 
also the produce, the means of production and trans- 
port, are all owned by the community as a whole. 

For no individual owns a field, a cow, or a hen; no 
worker receives any wages, no man gains profit from 
the fruit that he gathers; no woman from the cow 
that she milks. But whatever is needed is shared 
equally by all the villagers, and the surplus sold for 
the good of the community as a whole. 
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In other ways these settlers live much as our vil- 
lagers do in this country. All the grown-up people 
work over eight hours every day, bar the Sabbath, 
which is kept as a much- needed day of rest. 


Indeed they live laborious days, and as women 
work in the fields with the men, the small children 
are looked after in communal nurseries by trained 
helpers; all the young boys and girls spend the whole 
day with the school teachers till the evening comes, 
when the day’s work is done, and they all very happily 
rejoin their fathers and mothers. I have often been 


witness to these meetings. The children’s cries of joy. 


and their unrestrained signs of affection show at once 
that the daily separation during the hours of labor 
causes no lessening of devotion on one side or the 
other. On the contrary, I believe the relationship be- 
tween parents and children is peculiarly happy in 
these communal communities. 

Each year a committee is elected by popular vote, 
and this committee decides how the profits of the past 
year shall be spent, and determines what tasks shall 
be allotted to each laborer for the coming year. The 
first profits of a new settlement are usually spent in 
building the school and communal nursery, for care 
of children is one of the noticeable features of these 
communal villages. 

In succeeding years, additional farm buildings and 
equipment, tractors, the purchase of new herds, the 
planting of new orchards—all add to the productive 
capacity of the community. The villagers I speak 
of look on wealth not as a snare, but as an illusion so 
far as happiness is concerned. 

There is, of course, no compulsion. A man is free 
to join either a communal settlement or a settlement 
where the principle of individual ownership is main- 
tained—just as he pleases. And should he find after 
experience that the communal life does not suit him 
or his family, he is always free to quit. And if he 
quits, he has no bother about settling accounts or 
packing up his goods, for he has no impediments to 
trouble him. 

We may consider the economic ideas of these 
people fantastic, but I can assure you they are very 
human. For instance, if a young man feels he wants 
an outing for a few days, the committee will give him 
a pound or two, provided he does not ask too often. 
Or, if a girl wants a new frock, if she is a good work- 
er, she will get one. In fact, an annual holiday of a 
week, or ten days is quite usual in most of these 
settlements. 

As you may imagine, when the community is first 
formed the hardships are great, the labor severe, and 
as for luxury or comfort, there is little or none. The 
settlers live not to be sheltered from dangers, but to 
be fearless in facing them. Hardship is their garment, 
but constancy their shield. Their manner of living 
compels them to bear and forbear. No people carry 
out so thoroughly that precept of the Talmud which 
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says that he who fails to teach his son a trade teaches 
his son to steal. The sacrifices of personal wealth, the 
surrender of personal possessions having once been 
made, then all must of necessity work and their.child- 
ren taught the need and dignity of labor. 


But as the years pass, the land is improved and 
where necessary irrigated, more vegetables are grown 
and the resources of the villagers increased. The set- 
tlers can then afford to build a library or village hall 
for meetings, concerts, lectures or occasional dances. 
Amenities are naturally far greater in a settlement 
after a dozen years of labor and constant cultivation 
than when it was first founded by the pioneers. 

It is easy to understand how much self-sacrifice is 
needed for this method of living and how much each 
individual must give up to share in this communal 
life. But without visiting and talking to the settlers 
it is harder to realize how much they gain by their 
disregard of personal wealth. 

They have no fear of want; no envy of another 
man’s possessions; if labor is arduous it is regular; 
there is, of course, no unemployment, and a liveli- 
hood for every family is assured. 

For there is more gained than only material advan- 
tage. These people are free to form and live up to 
their own set of values. They are not bound by those 
shackles that grip many whose chief aim is wealth 
and great possessions. Freedom of thought is far 
from leading to anarchy. If it be better to give than 
to receive, then perhaps more happiness comes from 
living for the good of the community than for self 
alone. 

As I said earlier in this talk, in other countries and 
in other centuries similar experiments have been 
tried and all have failed. But, as we say in Scotland, 
“Facs are chiels that winna ding.” Fact that stare us 
in the face cannot be brushed aside. These communal 


settlements increase in number and prosperity every 


few years. Formerly a good many members grew dis- 
satisfied and walked out, for every man is always free 
to do so; but now few quit, and many sons follow in 
their fathers’ footsteps or form new communal set- 
tlements. 

What is the reason for this astonishing success? 
The reason is to be found in the spirit of the settlers. 
The spirit that fills them is the faith of a people be- 
lieving themselves to be more happy leading a simple 
life without money, than if they joined in the general 
world-struggle for wealth and yet more wealth. 

Such a faith demands great unselfishness in the in- 
dividual, as well as great devotion to the community. 

Should that faith ever fail, should they ever, like 
Lot’s wife, look back, then will this economic experi- 
ment in plain living also fail; it would soon prove to 
be but Dead Sea fruit. 

And so will it be in whatever form of reconstruc- 
tion may be made after the war in this country. Faith 
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in Our country and our ideals is essential. Wealth 
must be the servant, not the master of the people. 
As Mr. Winant, the American Ambassador, said the 
other day: “People in the future must either co-oper- 
ate, dominate, or perish.” 

These communal villages in Palestine are an ex- 
ample of co-operation working in its extreme form. 
Not the best form suited for this country, but worthy 
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of study as a society where wealth is unknown, but 
where “Distribution is made unto every man accord- 
ing as he has need.” 

We shall win this war by our determination to see 
it through. By that same spirit of determination, I 
am confident, we shall bring about, in one form or 
another, a just settlement of our social and economic 
needs after victory has been gained. 


THE KLAN JOINS THE UNIONS 


by Nathan Keller 


E ARLY LAST June, the Tenth Biennial Imperial 

Klonvokation (convention) took place in At- 
lanta. The Grand Dragons, Holy Terrors, Great 
Titans and Exalted Cyclops decided that America 
needed them. The Klonvokation voted unanimously 
to launch a “Million Dollar Americanization Pro- 
gram.” Then... “with tears in their eyes they pledg- 
ed sacrificial service to ‘Save America’ from the 
enemies working to destroy our country.” 

One of the “enemies” is the United Automobile 
Workers (CIO). They are not only unAmerican, but 
alien in leadership and Communist in management. 
The CIO, the Imperial Wizard has decided, is a men- 
ace to America. Accordingly part of the American- 
ization Program proceeds are now being diverted to 
the recruiting of Klansmen in the Ford, Packard, 
Hudson, Chevrolet, Dodge and Chrysler plants. 

Their present strength may be judged by the num- 
ber of Klan delegates at the national convention of 
the UAW in Buffalo last August. Close to 200 were 
members of the Klan. In two Chevrolet locals the 
majority were Klansmen. Of 17 delegates represent- 
ing the Packard local at least six were known to be 
card holding members of the Klan. Kluxers are 
known to have infiltrated every auto union in 
Michigan. 

The present strength of the Klan among the 
unions presents no serious threat to the CIO. But 
headquarters at 89 East Forest Street, Detroit, are 
known to be extremely busy. They are sponsoring 
classes in parliamentary law and union organization. 
They have already organized strong arm squads. The 
task of “taking over the Communist CIO unions” is 
proceeding at a furious pace. The Klan leaders are 
inviting auto workers to join the Klan in order to 
insure “quick promotion.” Ford workers in particular 


are being told that the tenure of the CIO will be 


short-lived—and that the Klan will soon be in a posi- 
tion to-hire-and-fire. In a special effort to recruit all 
former ex-Kluxers, the reinstatement fee has been 
reduced from $1 to 50c. 

Women are also being drafted into membership, 
for a mysterious reason. Ladies are present at all 


night riding and secret sessions. Unity Klan No. 5 of 
Detroit has recently accepted a large number of 
women into its fold, while two new Klanswomen 
units have been formed in South Oakland and 
McComb counties. 

That the Klan is devising new strategy to meet the 
inroads of the CIO in the automobile industry is 
apparent from the use of military titles. The labor 
arm of the Klan no longer consists of Dragons, 
Terrors or Kleagles. Strong arm squads and their 
leaders are now designated as Field Marshalls, 
Captains, Corporals and Lieutenants. 

Those who have observed the Klan at work in the 
Detroit area report that the Kluxers will soon 
inaugurate a reign of intimidation and vigilantism as 
prelude to open warfare against the CIO locals. At 
present they are engaged in a feverish drive for 
members and in their training—as preliminary to 
future action. James Harvey, national organizer of 
the Klan, declared recently: “Only after we have 
become strong within, will we take action in public.” 


Cooperating with the Klan is the National Work- 
ers’ League. The League was founded three years ago 
from the remnants of the notorious Black Legion. It 
is intensely anti-Semitic, anti-democratic and openly 
flaunts Nazism. Its weekly news bulletin carries the 
banner: “Nationalism is the worship of one’s own 
nation; the readiness to sacrifice everything to its 
interests.” It holds weekly meetings at 13535 Wood- 
ward Ave. It is patronized not only by Kluxers but by 
pro-Nazis of every description. A typical blast in its 
bulletin: 


“Fellow Americans: The European war is being 
liquidated in the manner it should have started. 
Doomsday has dawned for the world’s most degen- 
erate political system—Jewish Communism. Hu- 
manity is now being indebted to the German 
nation for a deed we were not clean enough to 
even attempt—the debt cannot be paid in this 
century.” 

The Nationalist Newsletter then concludes: “As 
Americans we should feel envious of the role assigned 
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by fate for the glorification of the German nation. 
Let us strive to prove worthy of their friendship.” 
The link between the National Workers’ League 
and the Klan gives rise to the question as to whether 
the Klan has been rejuvenated with “Nazi money.” 
Naturally, proof is difficult to establish, but early in 
1939 an attempt was made by a Nazi agent in this 
country “to buy off the Ku Klux Klan.” The deal was 
attempted by Henry D. Allen, an ex-convict who 
acted as the stooge for Mrs. Leslie Fry, alias Paquita 
De Shishmarova, the wife of a White Russian officer 
who served as a Nazi espionage agent. In his testi- 
mony before the Dies Committee, Allen testified that 
he had been authorized by Mrs. Fry to offer $75,000. 
Hiram W. Evans, then Imperial Wizard, had not 
been interested in the proposition. 

Further support of the charge that the Klan may 
be receiving at least part of its support from Nazi 
sources may be found in the Klan-Bund meeting in 
August, 1940. It will be recalled that the Bund wel- 
comed several thousand Kluxers at its Camp Nord- 
land. August Klaprott, Bund leader and Arthur H. 
Bell, Grand Giant were photographed shaking hands. 
Edward James Smythe, notorious pro-Nazi writer, 
and a strong Bund sympathizer, arranged the joint 
meeting. 

Needless to say, the Klan’s program of “American- 
ism” closely parallels that of the Bund. The only ap- 
parent distinction lies in the surnames. In spreading 
hate, national discord, in fomenting racism and big- 
otry, the Klan is merely serving as the American front 
of the Nazi propaganda machine. 

Not long ago national organizer Harvey urged 
an audience of Kluxers not to cooperate with the 
United Service Organization, nor to donate to it. 
With thorough “Americanism,” Harvey said: 

“On the surface, the USO is good, but who is 
running it? The Jews and the Catholics—and be- 
tween the two of them they are fighting for con- 
trol. In Europe the Jews and Catholics are fighting. 
The Catholics are backing the Axis and the Jews 
are backing England, Soviet Russia and the United 
States. We don’t want any part of it.” 

- New York State is reputed to be the second strong- 

est Klan stronghold in the country. Florida is first. 
New York Grand Dragon is one Wilson D. Bush. 
Bush is in constant touch with Samuel G. Stouch, of 
Philadelphia. Paul Winter of Wilkes-Barre, and 
formerly very active as Nazi propagandist, is the third 
Klan operative directing Klan affairs on the upper 
Atlantic coast. 

The Fiery Cross, organ of the Klan is edited by 
Ben E. Adams, former telegraph editor of a South 
Carolina daily. Once a ragged 4-page sheet, The 
Fiery Cross is now printed in two colors and has 12 
pages. As with the Deutscher Weckruf und Beo- 
bachter, official Bund organ, the Klan monthly ad- 

vocates “Act American, Buy American, Think Amer- 
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ican, Be American, Talk American. Serve America,” 
it urges, “by joining the Klan.” 

The Kluxers intend to use sound trucks, radio, and 
a flood of printed matter to serve their “Americanism 
Program.” Imperial Wizard, James A. Colescott, re- 
cently climaxed the 60-day Americanism program in 
South Carolina by delivering a typical Klan address 
from the State Capitol of Columbia, South Carolina. 
Police cooperated fully with the Klan, and had the 
three blocks surrounding the State Capitol roped off 
for the ceremonies. 

The August, 1941 issue of The Fiery Cross devotes 
its leading columns to the exploits of Congressman 
Michael Edelstein who died from heart failure. Ran- 
kin is lauded for his attack on “international Jews” 
and his remarks are quoted in full. It has been charged 
repeatedly in Congress that Rankin is an active mem- 
ber of the Klan. His most recent outburst against 
Jewry was his reported conversation with George 
Pagnanelli, notorious pro-Nazi who conferred with 
the Congressman in Washington. Rankin told Pag- 
nanelli: 

“Blame the war on the Jews. Label this a Jewish 
war, a war brought about by international Jewish 
bankers. Spread this around the country and our 
battle is won.” 

It is the identical message advocated in all accepted 
Nazi circles! 

Viewed with considerable alarm is the recent publi- 
cation of the first of the virulent series of articles in 
The Dearborn Independent. It is titled “The Jew 
in Character and Business.” The entire series of 96 
articles will be reprinted. The booklet is prefaced by 
Imperial Wizard Colescott: 


“The Jewish question must be discussed . . . 
Through his continual refusal to deal with Gen- 
tiles, and through his consistent practices of clan- 
nishness among his own race, the Jew has created 
great wealth for himself. This is characteristic, 
regardless of the era or the empite in which he 
lives.” 

Single copies are 10 cents. One hundred copies are 
sold at $5.00. The booklet is being distributed direct 
from national headquarters of the Klan at Atlanta, 
and bears the imprint of the Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan. Whether Henry Ford is sanctioning the re- 
prints cannot be ascertained at this time. The first 
article appeared in The Dearborn Independent in 
1920. Copyright expired in 1937. Presumably Henry 
Ford did not renew the copyright. He may plead the 
expiration of copyright. On the other hand his name 
is used prominently on the booklet—and if Mr. Ford 
was sincere in his apology to American Jewry in 
1927, he can surely devise some means of restrain- 
ing the Klan from using his name, and that of the 
anti-Semitic weekly he once published. 

The appearance of “The International Jew” at 
this time is regarded as a serious blow to national 
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unity. Distributed as it is in tens of thousands of cop- 
ies, it cannot help but add to racial hatreds already 
prevalent. It is ominous to recall that the Ford arti- 
cles have appeared in almost every country conquered 
by Hitler. Do those—whoever they may be—who 
financed their republication intend‘to weaken the 
national structure? 

Students of recent European history recall that 
France, too, had its Hooded Ones—the Cagoulards. 
The Nazi Fuehrers, of course, were very friendly to 
them. The Nazis were also very friendly to members 
of the Croix De Feux—the order of the Cross of Fire. 
The Nazis collaborated with both the Cagoulards and 
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the Croix de Feux. They helped not only financially, 
but also in the construction of secret arsenals and 
guardhouses. They supported the Cagoulards in their 
anti-union policy. They spurred the Croix de Feux 
in a program of anti-Semitism, intolerance and racial 
bigotry. 

The indications so far are that the Ku Klux Klan 
is carrying the fiery cross for Nazism. It recalls the 
ominous warning of national organizer Harvey: 
“Only after we have become strong within, will we 
take action in public.” That is what the Croix de 
Feux said. Its leaders today sit at the right arm of 
Nazi chieftains. 


MENACHEM MENDEL USSISHKIN 


by Shulamith Schwartz 


ESS than a week before he died, Menachem Men- 
del Ussishkin’s last public message was broad- 
cast by the Jerusalem radio to the Jews of Soviet 
Russia, isolated for twenty years by their govern- 
ment and now brought by the course or world events 
to a closer relationship with the rest of the Jewish 
people. There could hardly have been a more fitting 
or dramatic conclusion to a life which, as it were, 
embodied the contribution of Russian Jewry to Jew- 
ish nationalism and to the upbuilding of Palestine. 
Ussishkin stood at the very cradle of Zionism and 
saw the whole of its developments with his own 
eyes: few men did more than he to mould Zion- 
ism, to establish and realize those principles which 
are its basis to this day. 


Modern Zionist activity began after the pog- 
roms of 1881 in Russia when, as Ussishkin himself 
put it, “the endeavor of the Jewish people to put 
an end to the exile of two thousand years and again 
to lead a free life in its ancient fatherland exchanged 
its medieval passive form for an active one.” The 
“active form” was the organization of the Bilu, the 
students’ group aiming to settle immediately in 
Palestine, and the network of Hovevei Zion societies 
established to encourage settlement and land pur- 
chase in Palestine. The eighteen year old Ussishkin 
was at once active in both Bilu and Hovevei Zion 
groups. Zionism, once it was broached, seemed the 
inevitable and natural answer to the youngster 
brought up in a traditional atmosphere, steeped from 
his childhood in Bible and Talmud, given a thorough 
course in the whole of Hebrew literature at the very 
time that he was studying engineering in the Moscow 
Technical Institute. “All the early Hovevei Zion,” 
Ussishkin wrote half a century later upon the death 
of Aaron Eisenberg, one of the founders of Rehovot, 
“drew their desire for national redemption not from 
theories and abstract logic, but from the primary 
source—the ancient longing of the nation, the prayer- 





book, the Bible and the Midrash they studied in the 
heder, the ceremonies at home, the memories of their 
grandparents. Zionism based on such foundations 
could never be shaked by political changes.” 


“Theories and abstract logic’ had led Herzl and 
Nordau and, before them, Pinsker, to believe that 
Jewish auto-emancipation in a territorial center was 
the only solution for the problem of Jewish abnorm- 
ality among the nations. Nor did they originally think 
of the territorial center, as necessarily Palestine. It 
was the followers who rallied to them that made 
Herzl and Nordau and Pinsker Zionists rather than, 
as Herzl himself said, “Jewish statists.” Those fol- 
lowers were, with few exceptions, the instinctive 
Zionists Ussishkin described. Herzl galvanized their 
energies, gave them a wide framework for their act- 
ivities, brought them out on the stage of world 
history. But without them and their deeprooted re- 
lationship to Palestine there could have been no 
political Zionism. Ussishkin himself served as per- 
haps the most important bridge between Hibat Zion 
and Herzl. His first reaction to the “Judenstaat” had 
been: “We don’t need to circulate it in Russia. 
There’s nothing in it that we haven't already read in 
Pinsker and Lilienblum;” yet he was the first Russian 
leader to meet with Herzl and then with Nordau. 
He was swept off his feet by Herzl’s personality and 
—even after bitter disagreements—never ceased to 
admire and appreciate him. He helped Herzl organ- 
ize the first Congress, persuaded the Russian Hovevei 
Zion to send delegates to it, applied to the establish- 
ment and activities of the Zionist district in his home 
city of Ekaterinoslav all the remarkable organiza- 
tional talents which he had already demonstrated in 
his work with the Hovevei Zion and which were to 
be reflected in the effective functioning of the Jeru- 
salem headquarters of the Jewish National Fund 
during these twenty years of his presidency. 
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Modern Zionism has proved to be a synthesis 
between Herzl’s insistence on the primary import- 
ance of political guarantees and Hibat Zion’s dogged 
attachment to settlement activity in Palestine with 
or without political guarantees. The synthesis was 
not effected painlessly, and Ussishkin and Herzl came 
to grips as representatives of the two opposing tend- 
encies. In 1903 in the face of obvious Turkish disin- 
clination to make any political concessions to the 
Zionists, Herzl presented to the sixth Zionist Con- 
gress the British Government's offer of Uganda. He 
was not, he insisted, substituting Uganda for Pales- 
tine, in fact, he was using Uganda as a temporary 
shelter which would at the same time strengthen 
the Zionist political situation as regards Palestine. 
Large scale, legally recognized settlement in Uganda 
seemed to him nearer in spirit to a national Pales- 
tine than all the piece-meal attempts at colonizing 
Palestine made by the Hovevei Zion and Baron Ed- 
mund de Rothschild. The story of the great contro- 
versy over Uganda cannot be repeated here, but it 
was Ussishkin who led the Russian Zionists in their 
fight to keep the Zionist movement from diverting 
its attention even for a moment from its goal— 
Palestine. It was a hard fight and Ussishkin fought 
it with all his uncompromising strength of character, 
all his single minded devotion to Palestine. 

After the tragic shock of Herzl’s death in 1904 
the movement had to take a new turn. Speedy polit- 
ical victories were obviously impossible. What was 
Zionism to do? Ussishkin never for a moment de- 
precated the importance of political work and was 
in fact to appear with Weizmann and Sokolow before 
the Versailles Peace Conference at the moment of 
Zionism’s great political triumph. He understood, 
however, that in the peculiar Jewish situation politic- 
al and practical work were interdependent. A Jew- 
ish state could not be established in Palestine unless 
there was a large Jewish population and unless large 
tracts of land were owned by Jews. The little Rus- 
sian brochure he wrote in 1904, called “Our Pro- 
gram,” ushered in a new era in Zionism. It gave the 
movement a plan once more and its extraordinary 
influence in those days of crisis in Zionism cannot 
be over-estimated. From 1904 on practical work in 
Palestine once more held the center of the stage 
while political work went steadily on. It has been 
the fashion during the early congresses to speak 
slightlingly of small-scale colonization efforts. “I 
desire to point out,” Ussishkin wrote in “Our Pro- 
gram,” “that we have far too limited powers at our 
command to carry out all the work which faces us 
even now in Palestine.” Acquiring land and settl- 
ing it at once were only part of the huge task; the 
regeneration of Hebrew culture was just as essential 
to the national emancipation of the Jewish people— 
Ussishkin was, as a matter of fact, one of the chief 
proponents of Zionist cultural work, helped establish 
the first modern Hebrew schools of Palestine, and, 
with Dr. Weizmann, was responsible for the accept- 
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ance by the Congress of the idea of a Hebrew Univ- 
ersity. 

“Our Program” was remarkable not only in that 
it clarified the relationship between political and 
practical work. By emphasizing the importance of 
immediate settlement upon the soil, it served as one 
of the great stimuli to the Second Aliyah. It was 
directly responsible for the going to Palestine of 
many of those young pioneers who became the 
fathers of all our modern labor colonization and 
who have to so large an extent stamped the Yishuv 
in their own image. What is more, “Our Program” 
established the primacy in Zionist thought and ac- 
tion of two principles: the return to Palestine must 
begin with the return to the soil, for Palestine will 
never be Jewish if its Jews live only or mainly in 
towns as they do elsewhere, and, secondly, the crea- 
tion of a large Jewish working class is a sine qua non 
of Zionism, since without it “the whole colonization 
of Palestine is built upon sand or rather upon a 
volcano.” Official Zionist policy has been true to this 
day to those two principles, and it has followed an- 
other recommendation of Ussishkin’s, as well. Most 
of our national land; he said then in 1904, should 
be used for the establishment of cooperative colonies. 

It was most appropriate that the author of “Our 
Program” became the post-war head of the Jewish 
National Fund, devoting his vast energy to the re- 
demption of the soil of Palestine. For all his own 
conservatism, he unfailingly appreciated and cher- 
ished the labor settlements, and in Zionist economics 
he thought in national terms. “We are not build- 
ing for individuals,” he insisted. “We are building for 
millions still in the diaspora, for generations yet un- 
born.” Deep Zionist loyalty possessed him so com- 
pletely that he buried in silence the many differences 
of opinion he had with the Zionist leadership. He 
was too much of an individual, too unswerving in 
his devotion to his ideals, his principles and pre- 
judices. He had many prejudices and many limita- 
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tions but they were far out-weighed by his honesty, 
his utter devotion to the national ideal, his noble 
sense of Jewish dignity. It was characteristic that in 
proposing the establishment of a University to the 
eleventh Zionist Congress, he noted that the day— 
Tisha b’Ab—was the 2500th anniversary of the de- 
struction of the First Temple: a new temple would 
now be reared as a result of the action taken by the 
Congress on this awe-inspiring national anniversary. 
Jerusalem was always very precious to him, for it 
was our historic capital and its place must not be 
taken by Tel-Aviv or Haifa. The strongest argument 
against partition was its violation of the Biblical 


i pes JEWISH problem, which is among the most 
tragic ones in our generation, is marked by brutal 
expulsions, masses of refugees, the destruction of the 
former places of Jewish residence and the shutting of 
the doors of potential havens. These are manifesta- 
tions portending catastrophe and destruction. There 
is only one solution and one escape from these calam- 
ities—a transfer of populations, a planned and organ- 
ized migration based on valid agreements and carried 
out on a scale befitting the dangers‘confronting the 
people and the opportunities for their rehabilitation. 

Three factors stand in the way of a serious consid- 
eration of the problem of population transfer as ap- 
plicable to the present-day situation of the Jews. The 
first factor is preconceived prejudice—based on ignor- 
ance—against mass resettlement. The second factor 
consists of a vague faith that “territories” suitable for 
Jewish immigration would eventually be found. The 
third factor consists of the old and well known 
arguments against the extension of the Jewish center 
in Palestine. These arguments particularly stress the 
smallness of Palestine. It is desirable to discuss the 
second and third factors before we examine the pos- 
sibilities of population transfers. 

The expulsion of the Jews from Germany and the 
mounting pressure of Jewish emigration from eastern 
and central Europe have produced an avalanche of 
plans for the solution of this problem. Most of the 
plans followed along two well defined lines—infiltra- 
tion into developed countries, and immigration into 
areas that require long term efforts to enable them to 
support a large population. It is beyond any doubt 
that none of these plans can compare with the possi- 
bilities existing in Palestine which already provides a 
home for a half million Jews. It is therefore neces- 
sary at this time to establish the absorbtive capacity of 
the country. 

The density of the population in Palestine is 
greater than in countries such as Australia, Canada, 


POPULATION TRANSFERS 


by Akiva Ettinger 
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boundaries of the Land of Israel. And the same sense 
of tradition and historic dignity dictated the manner 
of his funeral. He was burried as he requested, on 
Mount Scopus facing Mount Moriah, in the newly 
excavated Cave of Nicanor which he planned to turn 
into a Jewish Pantheon. The many thousands who 
followed him silently to his grave, the tens of thous- 
ands throughout Palestine who mourned him with 
all their heart, knew what he meant when he said 
to his little grandson in almost his last words: “When 
you grow up, you will understand what my genera- 
tion did for the regeneration of Israel in its land. 
You are our hope.” 





the Argentine, but it is considerably less when com- 
pared to most European countries. It most nearly 
approaches the population density of such semi-agri- 
cultural lands as Spain, Bulgaria, Greece or Lithuania 
where the density is 45-50 persons per square kilo- 
meter. On the other hand, such agriculturally well 
developed countries as France, Hungary, Denmark 
and Austria support between 80 and 100 persons per 
square kilometer. The population density of Pales- 
tine could thus. be doubled to attain the condition of 
better developed countries. In face of the terrific 
pressure exerted on the masses of Jews in Europe no 
one would be justified in demanding that Palestine be 
prevented from utilizing its resources to bring it up to 
the level of lands that are industrially advanced yet 
retain a sound agricultural basis. The opportunities 
for colonization in Palestine are apparent even with- 
out the above analogies. Adding the natural growth 
to the census of 1931 we find that one hundred thou- 
sand families are now engaged in agriculture. Of 
these about fifteen thousand families are Jewish. 
Estimates based on careful studies allow that Pales- 
tine can support at least another one hundred thou- 
sand families on the land, or about half a million 
persons. It is also an accepted fact that in an econ- 
omically sound population about one fifth should be 
engaged in agriculture. Palestine thus offers possi- 
bilities for a total population of five million persons. 
Where else can one point to another area so sparsely 
inhabited and so situated geographically along a sea 
coast that provides it with convenient modes of 
transportation by sea, land and air? 

Doubts concerning the natural conditions of the 
country have long since been answered. The climate 
is favorable. The rainfall corresponds to that of 
western Europe. Drainage has improved large tracts 
for cultivation. Water supplies for irrigation have 
been discovered in abundance. The resources of the 
Dead Sea are being extracted. Fuel oil is available 
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nearby in Iraq. The electrification of the country is 
proceeding apace. Industry and agriculture are ex- 
panding and provide a basis for the absorption of 
mass immigration. 

From the viewpoint of the opportunities offered by 
Palestine, there exists no need to transfer any of the 
people living within it even if a mass immigration is 
to enter it. But there will always be those who will 
claim that the country is already crowded. Large scale 
Jewish immigration into Palestine will also raise the 
problem of a non-Jewish minority that will be 
formed and of an Arabic irredenta. It is with a view 
to these future problems that we should examine the 
question of population transfers. 


Earlier Experiments 


Even before the first World War an exchange of 
populations took place between Turkey and Bulgaria 
involving an area twelve miles on each side of their 
common frontier. The basic features of population 
transfer, and the necessary guarantees to assure a fair 
exchange, were outlined by this arrangement. Bul- 
garian peasants from the district of Adrianople were 
transferred to Bulgarian Thrace and settled in vil- 
lages formerly inhabited by Moslems. About fifty 
thousand persons were involved in this transfer and 
the districts along the border assumed a homo- 
geneous national character. 

In the spring of 1914 the Greek government and 
the administration of the Young Turks undertook to 
exchange residents of certain well defined areas. 
Greek farmers from Turkish Thrace and the region 
of Smyrna were exchanged for Turkish farmers in 
Macedonia. This arrangement concerned large num- 
bers. About a quarter million Greeks and millions of 
acres were involved in the plan. 

Venizelos, then premier of Greece, undertook to 
look after the affairs of the settlements that still 
remained on the other side of the border. A commis- 
sion was formed to supervise the migration and carry 
it out with the least possible hardships for the people 
concerned. Definite dates were set for the disposal of 
property at a determined and fair valuation and suf- 
ficient time was allowed to arrange for the transporta- 
tion of the immigrants and their belongings. The 
evaluation of the worth of the land was made by a 
mixed commission consisting of Turks, Greeks and 
neutral members. 

This work came to a halt at the outbreak of the 
war. The population changes that took place in the 
following years were compulsory. The treaty of Lau- 
sanne which followed the war did not introduce 
order into this movement, but merely sanctioned the 
situation that had arisen as a result of the mass flight 
of Greeks from Anatolia after the triumph of Kemal 
Pasha. 

But while the disorganized exodus of Greeks from 
Turkey after the war followed no plan, and their set- 
tlement was brought under control only after they 
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had already reached Greece as a result of the activities 
of Nansen and the League of Nations, the exchange 
of minorities between Greece and Bulgaria did follow 
a well laid plan. Mutual guarantees between the two 
governments assured favorable conditions for the 
migration. Disposal and transportation of possessions 
were facilitated and the repatriates were automatically 
granted citizenship in the new homeland. The entire 
Greek minority in Bulgaria thus returned to its 
national home in a planned and organized fashion. 

As a result of the various population exchanges, 
Turkey at first received only about half a million 
Moslems from the neighboring countries while two 
million Greeks left the country since 1912. The 
resultant decrease in Turkey’s population created 
some severe problems, for Turkey, like all countries of 
the near East, suffered from a shortage of population 
even before these transfers. It therefore continued 
the process of repatriating Moslems from the Bal- 
kans. Desiring to concentrate the national manpower 
in the homeland, Turkish minorities in Greece, Bul- 
garia and Rumania were brought home. In 1935-7 
sixty thousand Turks were repatriated from Ruman- 
ian Dobrudja. In 1938 an agreement was reached 
with Jugoslavia for the repatriation of one hundred 
and fifty thousand Turks. This process has not ended 
yet. 

For a long period the Balkans were one of the most 
explosive spots on the map of Europe. Destruction, 
assassinations and exiles had created a chasm between 
Turkey and Greece. The population transfers that 
were carried out between the two countries had a 
salutary effect on their mutual relations. Both gained 
nationally and economically and friendship replaced 
the former enmity. After the committee for the re- 
settlement of Greek repatriates had finished its work, 
there followed the Turkish-Greek neutrality pact of 
1930. This solidarity was strengthened by the agree- 
ment of 1933 and by a further pact in 1938. The 
territory of each country became ethnically homo- 
geneous and hence enjoying a greater measure of 
stability. Subsequent history completely justified the 
transfer. 

In Greece the settlement of the repatriates resulted 
in a remarkable increase in production. The area 
under cultivation increased from about four million 
acres in 1923 to nearly six million in 1937. The 
value of the agricultural produce doubled and the 
need for importing food stuffs fell. Soil improvement 
and the introduction of new modes of cultivation 
resulted in doubling the density of population in 
many areas. The standard of living both of the 
repatriates as well as of the native farmers rose 
considerably. 


Transfers During the War 


It is necessary to mention the involuntary national 
migrations that took place in the years preceding the 
outbreak of the present war and since. It is still im- 
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possible to estimate correctly the full scope of the 
exiles and wanderings from one dictatorial country to 
another. But the violence employed in these instances 
should not prejudice us against the principle of popu- 
lation transfers, any more than one should become 
prejudiced against Socialism merely because the 
Nazis desecrated the term by including it in the name 
of their party. 

Inadequate facts and figures concerning these 
transfers compel us merely to list them without fur- 
ther analysis at this time. In this class belong the 
expulsion of the Jews from Germany and Italy, the 
transfer of the Germans from South Tyrol, the Baltic 
countries, that part of Poland that had been occupied 
by Soviet Russia, Bessarabia and Bukowina. Negoti- 
ations are still proceeding concerning an exchange of 
minorities between Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria. 
But it is clear that this list will not exhaust the number 
of peoples who, voluntarily or under compulsion, 
will have to take up the wanderers’ staff. 

The Jewish people today presents a subject for 
population transfer on a huge scale. The Zionist 
movement should prepare the policies and plans to be 
followed in the transplantation of a large part of the 
Jewish people to Palestine at the end of the war along 
systematic lines. It is not permissible to ignore this 
question now. 


Possibilities in the Near East 


The question of population transfers insofar as it 
concerns the Jews was first raised by the Royal Com- 
mission headed by Lord Peel that was sent to study 
the situation in Palestine. But the report of this com- 
mission defeated its own ends when it tried to solve 
this problem by recommending the development of 
southern Palestine and Trans-Jordania for the colon- 
ization of Arabs. Such a plan could not be carried out 
effectively and would therefore have provided only a 
temporary and partial answer. 

The true solution of this question lies in the poten- 
tialities offered by Iraq. Iraq is almost an empty 
country. Its total population is three million of 
whom only about a half million are gainfully em- 
ployed. Yet in ancient times as well as during the 
middle ages, Iraq (Mesopotamia) had supported a 
population several times as large as the present. 
Unless there will come an early and large addition to 
its inhabitants, Iraq is doomed to retrogression and 
probably the loss of its independence. Its soil is fertile, 
occupying the eastern half of the Fertile Crescent, and 
water for irrigation purposes is plentiful. The poten- 
tialities of Iraq and the other Arab countries for large 
scale settlement and colonization are the greatest in 
the world today. 

Jews maintain that there is room in Palestine for 
the Arabs who live there and also for millions of Jew- 
ish immigrants. Arabs often speak of the country as 
being crowded and sometimes suggest that some Jews 
settle in other Arab lands. There is little logic in the 
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latter suggestion since it would result in the forma- 
tion of Jewish minorities in countries that oppressed 
their existing Jewish minorities even before Hitler- 
ism set an example. Nor does assimilation among 
the Arabs hold out any attraction for Jews. On the 
other hand Iraq presents a perfect setting for Arab 
immigration from surrounding areas. The climatic 
conditions are favorable, the cultural environment 
and the standard of living are similar to those of the 
Palestine Arabs and would present no problem in 
adaptation to a new environment. 


It is not likely that this almost empty country, 
situated so close to crowded Europe, would remain 
empty for long. If the Arabs will not colonize it, 
others will. Yet the Iraqi government has done noth- 
ing in this direction. 

It is time that Zionists learn to look at their colo- 
nization problem in connection with the possibilities 
offered by Iraq. Today there is no further justifica- 
tion for ignoring the desirability of settling large 
numbers of European Jews in Palestine and transfer- 
ring Arabs to the vast and fertile stretches of Iraq. 
Both peoples would gain from such a transfer. 


It is unnecessary to go into the minute details of 
such a plan at the present moment. Experiences 
of the past twenty years have established numerous 
precedents for such a transfer. But it is important 
that the plan be conceived onan appropriate scale 
and carried out energetically and without excessive 
delays. 

So far as acquisition of Jand is concerned, Jewish 
experience in Palestine has taught us that this must 
not be on a basis of competitive buying. To obviate 
speculation and because of the large scale improve- 
ments that must be carried out on the land before 
its colonization, land purchase should be concen- 
trated in one large institution. Without elaborating 
the details, it is now possible to establish the general 
principle that financing and purchase of land must 
be vested in the Jewish National Fund, if we are to 
escape a repetition of the speculative phase of the 
“prosperity” era in Palestine. 


Iraq has not developed agriculturally in the past. 
The Iraqi government should be interested more than 
any one else in attracting Arab settlers to its rich 
but uncultivated soil. Jewish help for this project 
will come automatically through payment for the 
land of the Arabs in Palestine. These financial re- 
sources, the additional man-power and the credits 
which Iraq will obtain in the world capitals will 
provide a tremendous boost to its development and 
prosperity. 

Population transfers according to the principles 
outlined above will present a serious problem at the 
end of the war. Both Jews and Arabs should be in- 
terested in its solution on a large scale. 
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THE SITUATION IN POLAND 


by L. Spiesman 


EWS EMANATING from the area of the Gouv- 
ernment General concerning the situation of 
the Jews in former Poland, indicates a sharp deterio- 
ration in their condition, especially since the invasion 
of Russia commenced. Reports culled from the Nazi 
controlled Gazeta Zydowska amply illustrate the 
situation. Grains and other food supplies raised in 
the country are largely requisitioned by the German 
forces for their army of invasion. The entire civilian 
population of Poland suffers as a result, but the 
Jews are exposed to special hardships. 

The food ration for the Christian population of 
Poland is considerably smaller than the ration in 
other occupied countries. The following quantities 
of butter and other fats are allowed per person per 
week: In Belgium, 14 ounces; in Holland, 9 ounces; 
in Denmark, 13 ounces; in Norway, 7 ounces; in 
Poland, only 214 ounces. The same is true of the 
meat ration per week: In Belgium, 22; in Holland, 
1714; in Denmark and Norway meat is not rationed 
at all; in Poland the ration is 8% ounces. Coffee, 
tea and other products may still be obtained in small 
quantities in other occupied countries. In Poland 
ration cards do not entitle the holder to any of these. 
To the extent that they are at all obtainable ille- 
gally, the price of such items is so high as to make 
them prohibitive. But difficult as is the situation of 
the Poles, the Jews fare even worse. Thus we find 
the following situation in Warsaw; Germans obtain 
240 grams of bread a day; Poles, 120 grams; Jews, 
only 60 grams. Nazi policy concerning Polish Jews 
can therefore be best defined as one of planned 
extermination. 

The Nazi Ostdeutscher Beobachter recently pub- 
lished as essay by Robert Greif outlining the three 
motives guiding German policy in “solving” the 
Jewish question in Poland. These are: (1) Jews are 
the main source of contagious diseases. (2) In order 
to provide food for the population it will be neces- 
sary first to eliminate all Jewish influence in economic 
life. (3) Jewish influence prevents some Polish 
elements from loyal cooperation with the Nazi 
authorities. 

In order to provide the German population with 
food, Poland is being stripped bare and its popula- 
tion condemned to slow starvation. According to the 
above quoted Nazi publication the following sup- 
plies were transferred from Poland to Germany in 
the course of the past year: 100 million eggs, ten 
thousand tons of butter, thirty thousand sheep, and 
additional large quantities of other products. 

But the Poles are not deluded by Nazi agitation 
and are not misled to believe the malicious propa- 
ganda that the starving Jews are responsible for their 
plight. A recent incident illustrates this. A group of 


young Poles destroyed a section of the ghetto wall 
in Warsaw and hoisted a Polish flag over the spot. 
Other reports tell of joint activities of Jewish and 
Polish underground organizations. 

The Jewish situation in Warsaw has become par- 
ticularly ominous in recent months. The following 
figures gathered from Gazeta Zydowska amply illus- 
trates the catastrophic implications of the develop- 
ments. In May, 1941, 451 children were born within 
the Warsaw ghetto while 3,881 persons were buried, 
a ratio of eight to one. In June the situation be- 
came still worse, 396 births against 4,290 burials, 
a ratio of eleven to one. If the mortality rate of the 
pre-war years had been maintained, the number of 
deaths should have been between 400 and 425 a 
month. I have purposely referred to the number of 
burials rather than deaths since the former does not 
account for the entire mortality rate within the ghetto 
of Warsaw. There are cases of death which are not 
reported. The Jewish leaders of the ghetto urge the 
population to report all deaths so that relatives could 
be informed, but these appeals are not always heeded. 
An examination of the statistical data from Cracow 
for the period between January 1, 1941 and Sep- 
tember 15, reveals a similar picture of a death rate 
double the birth rate. 

There are no accurate reports from other Polish 
Cities, especially Lodz, the second largest city in the 
country, where one hundred and sixty thousand Jews 
lived before the war. But from scattered reports that 
manage to reach us it is obvious that while the situa- 
tion may not be worse than in Warsaw, it certainly 
is not better. Into an area in the poorest section of 
Lodz, Balut, where only ten thousand people lived 
before, one hundred and sixty thousand Jews have 
been crowded. Representatives of this community 
went to Warsaw to get some Jewish doctors to 
return with them, but the Nazi military author- 
ities had mobilized many Jewish physicians to 
take care of the multitudes of wounded German 
soldiers from the eastern front that fill all the hos- 
pitals. In this connection it is interesting to relate 
that only a year ago the Germans refused to use 
Jewish blood for transfusion purposes for wounded 
soldiers. Many Poles at that time displayed the yellow 
badge prescribed for Jews when walking on the 
streets to avoid being seized and forced to give blood 
transfusions. Now Jewish doctors are being taken 
and there is talk that the Germans will soon resort 
to blood transfusions from Jews. 

The appalling death rate in the Warsaw ghetto is 
partly due to a lack of adequate medical facilities. 
New pharmacies are being opened and a first aid 
organization recently founded rapidly enrolled thirty 
thousand members. An additional twenty thousand 
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members are being recruited. An attempt is now also 
being made to form a sick fund and such Jewish 
organizations as ‘“Toz,” “Centos” and others are work- 
ing to alleviate the suffering. But their efforts can 
be of no great avail. 

Saccharine is used as a substitute for sugar, but the 
storekeepers complain that even the quantities which 
the Jewish purchasing committee had ordered are 
not delivered. “Toporol,” an organization to foster 
agriculture, has been conducting an active campaign 
to encourage the planting of small vegetable gardens 
in the yards. This summer two hundred and eight 
such gardens, covering an area of 18,980 square 
meters, were planted under the auspices of this 
society. Two hundred and sixty-five other gardens 
privately planted brought the cultivated area to 
25,000 square meters (about six acres). Jews of 
Warsaw are also being encouraged to keep goats 
since these animals have the advantage of being able 
to subsist on a few handfuls of grass and are not one 
fraction as finicky as their owners. Goats cannot be 
a serious economic help, but a glass of milk may 
sometimes put a hungry crying child to sleep. 

One is struck by the remarkable vitality and or- 
ganizational ability which the Jews in the Polish 
ghettos manifest. Hundreds of thousands have been 
expelled from their native cities. Fifty thousand Jews 
were expelled from Cracow alone. From the towns 
about Warsaw, about seventy thousand. Without 
exception these fugitives were accepted with open 
arms by the Jews of the other cities. Special care and 
devotion was showered on the refugee children. 

The Jewish relief organizations in Poland raise 
the major part of their heavy budgets from local re- 
sources despite the catastrophic situation. Thus the 
central Jewish relief office in Cracow estimated to- 
ward the end of 1940 that the budget for the entire 
area of the Gouvernment General was between eight 
and ten million Z/oty a month. Only between fifteen 
and twenty percent of this sum was provided by the 
Joint Distribution Committee. In absolute figures as 
well as in proportion, the Polish Jews, none of whom 
is far removed from the verge of starvation, give more 
toward the support of the still more unfortunate 
among them than the well-off and free five million 
Jews of the United States. This fact must be repeated 
and stressed again and again until the serene Amer- 
ican Jews learn to sacrifice in a measure more nearly 
approaching the war efforts being made by most 
nations in the world today. 

Over thirty percent of the Jews in Warsaw subsist 
on charity. One hundred and twenty thousand resort 
to soup kitchens. One inadequate meal is their daily 
bread. One-half of this number receive this meal free, 
the other pay a nominal price. But one must not 
conclude from these figures that the remaining Jews, 
who do not resort to the soup kitchens, earn a liveli- 
hood. Many of these sell their remaining possessions 
for food. Food packages received from abroad help 
to keep others alive, and it would be criminal to stop 
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sending these. The situation of the Jews of Poland is 
certainly not better — probably much worse — than 
the condition of Greek or Jugoslav war prisoners, yet 
the latter receive aid from America. Packages sent 
by individuals to their relatives in Poland are not 
enough. It is necessary to work out some way to 
feed the hungry in Poland, with guarantees, of course, 
that the Nazi military machine should gain no benefit 
from the food shipments. With effort such ways can, 
no doubt, be found. There should be no delay in 
doing so. The zero hour has struck. 

To feed the Jewish population in the ghetto of 
Warsaw over twelve million Zloty a month would 
be required. According to the calculations of the 
economic department of the community in Warsaw, 
this sum can be raised only through the employment 
of the labor power available. If sixty-three thousand 
Jewish workers were to be employed twenty-five days 
a month at an average wage of eight Z/oty a day, this 
sum could be obtained. But the collective shops oper- 
ated by the Warsaw community employ only about 
three thousand people. The employment situation in 
other cities is equally poor. 

The Nazi military authorities exploit the Jewish 
laborers they employ in an inhuman fashion. Thus 
the number of workers was increased by five per cent 
in July, 1941 in comparison with the preceding 
month, while production was boosted one hundred 
and twenty-two per cent during the same period. 

In conclusion it is necessary to mention the inten- 
sive cultural activity which goes on in the ghettos, 
especially in Warsaw. No less than five theatres, one 
of these for children, hold performances. The per- 
formances are all in Yiddish. Now a sixth theatre to 
present Hebrew plays is being formed. The anniver- 
saries of famous Jewish authors are celebrated with 
numerous meetings for adults, youth and children. 
Twenty-four circulating libraries and eighteen book 
stores have been opened. Orthodox Jews flock de- 
votedly to the three synagogues that have been re- 
opened and to numerous private homes where wor- 
ship is being held. Thé will to live pulses with great 
strength within the Jews of Poland. 

It is the duty of the Jews still living in freedom to 
contribute to the survival of Polish Jewry. Admira- 
tion and abstract speculations on the eternity of Israel 
are not enough under the present circumstances. Jew- 
ish organizations in America are confronted with a 
great task and an opportunity to exceed their efforts 
during the previous war. 








CORRECTION 


“The World Crisis and Jewish Survival” by Abba 
Hillel Silver, which was reviewed in the September 
issue, was erroneously credited as being published by 
Bloch Publishing Co. The book was published by 
Richard R. Smith, 120 East 39th Street, New York 
City. 
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The Jewish Problem—How to Solve It 





by Louis D. Brandeis 


After a quarter century it is as valid and as fresh as on the 


This essay was written by Louis D. Brandeis in 191 oie from quite different causes—our sympathy and 


day it was published. While many aspects of the world" 
scene have changed since then, Brandeis’ analysis of the 
Jewish problem has only been confirmed by time. EDITORS 


What the Problem Is 


US the Jewish Problem means this: How 
can we secure for Jews, wherever they may live, 
the same rights and opportunities enjoyed by non- 
Jews? How can we secure for the world the full con- 
tribution which Jews can make, if unhampered by 
artificial limitations? 

The problem has two aspects: That of the individ- 
ual Jew—and that of Jews collectively. Obviously, 
no individual should be subjected anywhere, by reason 
of the fact that he is a Jew, to a denial of any common 
right or opportunity enjoyed by non-Jews. But Jews 
collectively should likewise enjoy the same right and 
opportunity to live and develop as do other groups 
of people. This right of development on the part of 
the group is essential to the full enjoyment of rights 
by the individual. For the individual is dependent 
for his development (and his happiness) in large 
part upon the development of the group of which he 
forms a part. We can scarcely conceive of an individ- 
ual German or Frenchman living and developing 
without some relation to the contemporary German 
or French life and culture. And since death is not a 
solution of the problem of life, the solution of the 
Jewish Problem necessarily involves the continued 
existence of the Jews as Jews. 

Councils of Rabbis and others have undertaken at 
times to prescribe by definition that only those shall 
be deemed Jews who professedly adhere to the ortho- 
dox or reformed faith. But in the connection in which 
we are considering the term, it is not in the power of 
any single body of Jews—or indeed of all Jews collec- 
tively—to establish the effective definition. The mean- 
ing of the word Jewish in the term Jewish Problem 
must be accepted as co-extensive with the disabilities 
which it is our problem to remove. It is the non- 
Jews who create the disabilities and in so doing give 
definition to the term Jew. Those disabilities extend 
substantially to all of Jewish blood. The disabilities 
do not end with a renunciation of faith, however 
sincere. They do not end with the elimination, how- 
ever complete, of external Jewish mannerisms. The 
disabilities do not end ordinarily until the Jewish 
blood has been so thoroughly diluted by repeated in- 
termarriages as to result in practically obliterating 
the Jew. 

And we Jews, by our own acts, give a like definition 
to the term Jew. When men and women of Jewish 
blood suffer—because of that fact—and even if they 





our help goes out to them instinctively in whatever 
country they may live and without inquiring into the 
shades of their belief or unbelief. When those of 
Jewish blood exhibit moral or intellectual superior- 
ity, genius or special talent, we feel pride in them, 
even if they have abjured the faith like Spinoza, Marx, 
Disraeli or Heine. Despite the meditations of pundits 
or the decrees of councils, our own instincts and acts, 
and those of others, have defined for us the term Jew. 


Democracy and Nationality 


Why is it that liberalism has failed to eliminate the 
Anti-Jewish prejudice? It is because the liberal move- 
ment has not yet brought fw// liberty. Enlightened 
countries grant to the individual equality before the 
law; but they fail still to recognize the equality of 
whole peoples or nationalities. We seek to protect as 
individuals those constituting a minority; but we fail 
to realize that protection cannot be complete unless 
group equality also is recognized. 

Deeply imbedded in every people is the desire for 
full development—the longing, as Mazzini phrased it 
“to elaborate and express their idea, to contribute their 
stone also to the pyramid of history.” Nationality like 
democracy has been one of the potent forces making 
for man’s advance during the past hundred years. The 
assertion of nationality has infused whole peoples 
with hope, manhood and self-respect. It has ennobled 
and made purposeful millions of lives. It offered 
them a future, and in doing so revived and capitalized 
all that was valuable in their past. The assertion of 
nationality raised Ireland from the slough of despon- 
dency. It roused Southern Slavs to heroic deeds. It 
created gallant Belgium. It freed Greece. It gave us 
united Italy. It manifested itself even among free 
peoples—like the Welsh—who had no grievance, but 
who gave expression to their nationality through the 
revival of the old Cymric tongue. Each of these 
peoples developed because, as Mazzini said, they were 
enabled to proclaim “to the world that they also live, 
think, love and labor for the benefit of all.” 

In the past it has been generally assumed that the 
full development of one people necessarily involved 
its domination over others. Strong nationalities are 
apt to become convinced that by such domination 
only, does civilization advance. .Strong nationalities 
assume their own superiority, and come to believe 
that they possess the divine right to subject other 
peoples to their sway. Soon the belief in the existence 
of such a right becomes converted into a conviction 
that duty exists to enforce it. Wars of aggrandizement 
follow as a natural result of this belief. 

This attitude of certain nationalities is the exact 
correlative of the position which was generally as- 
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sumed by the strong in respect to other individuals 
before democracy became a common possession. The 
struggles of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
both in peace and in war were devoted largely to over- 
coming that position as to individuals. In establishing 
the equal right of every person to development it be- 
came clear that equal opportunity for all involves this 
necessary limitation: Each man may develop himself 
so far, but only so far, as his doing so will not interfere 
with the exercise of a like right by all others. Thus lib- 
erty came to mean the right to enjoy life, to acquire 
property, to pursue happiness in such manner and to 
such extent as the exercise of the right in each is con- 
sistent with the exercise of a like right by every other 
of our fellow citizens. Liberty thus defined underlies 
twentieth century democracy. Liberty thus defined 
exists in a large part of the western world. And even 
where this equal right of each individual has not yet 
been accepted as a political right, its ethical claim is 
gaining recognition. Democracy rejected the proposal 
of the superman who should rise through sacrifice of 
the many. It insists that the full development of each 
individual is not only a right, but a duty to society; 
and that our best hope for civilization lies not in uni- 
formity, but in wide differentiaton. 

The movements of the last century have proved 
that whole peoples have individuality no less marked 
than that of the single person; that the individuality 
of a people is irrepressible, and that the misnamed 
internationalism which seeks the obliteration of na- 
tionalities or peoples is unattainable. The new nation- 
alism proclaims that each race or people, like each 
individual, has a right and duty to develop, and that 
only through such differentiated development will 
high civilization be attained. Not until these princi- 
ples of nationalism, like those of democracy, are gen- 
erally accepted, will liberty be fully attained, and 
minorities be secure in their rights. But there is 
ground for hope that the establishment of these prin- 
ciples will come as one of the compensations of the 
present war; and with it, the solution of the Jewish 
Problem. 

Zionism 

Standing upon this broad foundation of nationality, 
Zionism aims to give it full development. Let us bear 
clearly in mind what Zionism is, or rather what it is 
not. 

It is not a movement to remove all the Jews of the 
world compulsorily to Palestine. In the first place 
there are 14,000,000 Jews, and Palestine would not 
accommodate more than one-fifth of that number. In 
the second place, it is not a movement to compel any- 
one to go to Palestine. It is essentially a movement to 
give to the Jew more, not less freedom—it aims to en- 
able the Jews to exercise the same right now exercised 
by practically every other people in the world: To 
live at their option either in the land of their fathers 
or in some other country; a right which members of 
small nations as well as of large—which Irish, Greek, 
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Bulgarian, Serbian, or Belgian, may now exercise as 
fully as Germans or English. 

Zionism seeks to estabilsh in Palestine, for such 
Jews as choose to go and remain there, and for their 
descendants, a legally secured home, where they may 
live together and lead a Jewish life, where they may 
expect ultimately to constitute a majority of the popu- 
lation, and may look forward to what we should call 
home rule. The Zionists seek to establish this home 
in Palestine because they are convinced that the un- 
dying longing of Jews for Palestine is a fact of deepest 
significance; that it is a manifestation in the struggle 
for existence by an ancient people which had estab- 
lished its right to live—a people whose three thous- 
and years of civilization has produced a faith, culture, 
and individuality which enable them to contribute 
largely in the future, as they had in the past, to the 
advance of civilization; and that it is not a right 
merely, but a duty of the Jewish nationality to survive 
and develop. They believe that there only, can Jewish 
life be fully protected from the forces of disintegra- 
tion; that there alone, can the Jewish spirit reach its 
full and natural development; and that by securing 
for those Jews who wish to settle in Palestine, the op- 
portunity to do so, not only those Jews, but all other 
Jews will be benefited and that the long perplexing 
Jewish Problem will, at last, find solution. 

They believe that to accomplish this, it is not neces- 
sary that the Jewish population of Palestine be large 
as compared with the whole number of Jews in the 
world; for throughout centuries when the Jewish 
influence was greatest — during the Persian, the 
Greek, and the Roman Empires, only a relatively 
small part of the Jews lived in Palestine; and only a 
small part of the Jews returned from Babylon when 
the Temple was rebuilt. 

Since the destruction of the Temple, nearly two 
thousand years ago, the longing for Palestine has been 
ever present with the Jew. It was the hope of a return 
to the land of his fathers that buoyed up the Jew 
amidst persecution, and for the realization of which 
the devout ever prayed. Until a generation ago this 
was a hope merely—a wish piously prayed for, but 
not worked for. The Zionist movement is idealistic, 
but it is also essentially practical. It seeks to realize 
that hope; to make the dream of a Jewish life in a 
Jewish land come true as other great dreams of the 
world have been realized—by men working with de- 
votion, intelligence, and self-sacrifice. It was thus that 
the dream of Italian independence and unity, after 
centuries of vain hope, came true through the efforts 
of Mazzini, Garibaldi and Cavour; that the dream of 
Greek, of Bulgarian and of Serbian independence be- 
came facts; that the dream of home rule in Ireland’ 
has just been realized. 


Zionism and Patriotism 


Let no American imagine that Zionism is inconsis- 
tent with Patriotism. Multiple loyalties are objection- 
able only if they are inconsistent. A man is a better 
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citizen of the United States for being also a loyal 
citizen of his state, and of his city; for being loyal to 
his family, and to his profession or trade; for being 
loyal to his college or his lodge. Every Irish American 
who contributed towards advancing home rule was a 
better man and a better American for the sacrifice he 
made. Every American Jew who aids in advancing 
the Jewish settlement in Palestine, though he feels 
that neither he nor his descendants will ever live 
there, will likewise be a better man and a better 
American for doing so. 

Note what Seton-Watson says: 

“America is full of nationalities which, while ac- 
cepting with enthusiasm their new American citizen- 
ship, nevertheless look to some centre in the old world 
as the source and inspiration of their national culture 
and traditions. The most typical instance is the feel- 
ing of the American Jew for Palestine which may 
well become a focus for his declassé kinsmen in 
other parts of the world.” 

There is no inconsistency between loyalty to Amer- 
ica and loyalty to Jewry. The Jewish spirit, the prod- 
uct of our religion and experiences, is essentially 
modern and essentially American. Not since the de- 
struction of the Temple have the Jews in spirit and in 
ideals been so. fully in harmony with the noblest as- 
pirations of the country in which they lived. 

America’s fundamental law seeks to make real the 
brotherhood of man. That brotherhood became the 
Jewish fundamental law more than twenty-five hund- 
red years ago. America’s insistent demand in the 
twentieth century is for social justice. That also has 
been the Jews’ striving for ages. Their affliction as 
well as their religion has prepared the Jews for effec- 
tive democracy. Persecution broadened their sympa- 
thies. It trained them in patient endurance, in self- 
control, and in sacrifice. It made them think as well as 
suffer. It deepened the passion for righteousness. 


Indeed, loyalty to America demands rather that 
each American Jew become a Zionist. For only 
through the ennobling effect of its strivings can we 
develop the best that is in us and give to this country 
the full benefit of our great inheritance. The Jewish 
spirit, so long preserved, the character developed fur- 
ther, so that in America as elsewhere the sons of the 
race may in future live lives and do deeds worthy of 
their ancestors. 


What America Demands of Its Jews 


But we have also an immediate and more pressing 
duty in the performance of which Zionism alone 
seems capable of affording effective aid. We must pro- 
tect America and ourselves from demoralization, 
which has to some extent already set in among Amer- 
ican Jews. The cause of this demoralization is clear. It 
results in large part, from the fact that in our land 
of liberty all the restraints by which the Jews were 
protected in their Ghettos were removed and a new 
generation left without necessary moral and spiritual 
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support. And is it not equally clear what the only pos- 
sible remedy is? It is the laborious task of inculcating 
self-respect—a task which can be accomplished only 
by restoring the ties of the Jew to the noble past of 
his race, and by making him realize the possibilities of 
a no less glorious future. The sole bulwark against 
demoralization is to develop in each new generation 
of Jews in America the sense of “Noblesse oblige.” 
That spirit can be developed in those who regard 
their race as destined to live and to live with a bright 
future. That spirit can best be developed by actively 
participating in some way in furthering the ideals of 
the Jewish renaissance; and this can be done effec- 
tively only through furthering the Zionist movement. 


In the Jewish colonies of Palestine there are no 
Jewish criminals; because everyone, old and young 
alike, is led to feel the glory of his race and his obliga- 
tion to carry forward its ideals. The new Palestinian 
Jewry produces instead of criminals, great scientists 
like Aaron Aaronsohn, the discoverer of wild wheat; 
great pedagogues like David Yellin; craftsmen like 
Boris Shatz, the founder of the Bezalel; intrepid 
Shomerim, the Jewish guards of peace, who watch in 
the night against marauders and doers of violent 
deeds. 

And the Zionist movement has brought like inspi- 
ration to the Jews in the Diaspora, as Steed has shown 
in this striking passage from “The Hapsburg Mon- 
archy”: 

“To minds like these Zionism came with the force 
of an evangel. To be a Jew and to be proud of it; to 
glory in the power and pertinacity of the race, its tra- 
ditions, its triumphs, its sufferings, its resistance to 
persecution; to look the world frankly in the face 
and to enjoy the luxury of moral and intellectual hon- 
esty; to feel pride in belonging to the people that gave 
Christendom its divinities, that taught half the world 
monotheism, whose ideas have permeated civiliza- 
tion as never the ideas of a race before it, whose genius — 
fashioned the whole mechanism of modern commerce, 
and whose artists, actors, singers and writers have 
filled a larger place in the cultured universe than 
those of any other people. This, or something like 
this, was the train of thought fired in youthful. Jewish 
minds by the Zionist spark. Its effect upon the Jewish 
students of Austrian universities was immediate and 
striking. Until then they had been despised and often 
ill-treated. They had wormed their way into appoint- 
ments and into the free professions by dint of pliancy, 
mock humility, mental acuteness, and clandestine pro- 
tection. If struck or spat upon by ‘Aryan’ students, 
they rarely ventured to return the blow or the insult. 
But Zionism gave them courage. They formed associ- 
ations, and learned athletic drill and fencing Insult 
was requited with insult, and presently the best fen- 
cers of the fighting German corps found that Zionist 
students could gash cheeks quite as effectually as any 
Teuton, and that the Jews were in a fair way to be- 
come the best swordsmen of the university. To-day 
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the purple cap of the Zionist is as respected as that of 
any academical association. 

“This moral influence of Zionism is not confined to 
university students. It is quite as noticeable among 
the mass of the younger Jews outside, who also find 
in it a reason to raise their heads, and, taking their 
stand upon the past, to gaze straightforwardly into 
the future.” 


Our Duty 


Since the Jewish Problem is single and universal, 
the Jews of every country should strive for its solu- 
tion. But the duty resting upon us of America is 
especially insistent. We number about 3,000,000, 
which is more than one-fifth of all the Jews in the 
world—a number larger than that comprised within 
any other country, except the Russian Empire. We 
are representative of all the Jews in the world; for 
we are composed of immigrants, or descendants of 
immigrants coming from every other country, or dis- 
tric. We include persons from every section of 
society, and of every shade of religious belief. We are 
ourselves free from civil or political disabilities; and 
are relatively prosperous. Our fellow Americans are 
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infused with a high and generous spirit, which insures 
approval of our struggle to ennoble, liberate, and 
otherwise improve the condition of an important part 
of the human race; and their innate manliness makes 
them sympathize particularly with our efforts at self 
help. America’s detachment from the old world 
problem relieves us from suspicions and embarrass- 
ments frequently attending the activities of Jews of 
rival European countries. And a conflict between 
American interests or ambitions and Jewish aims is 
not conceivable. Our loyalty to America can never 
be questioned. 

Let us therefore lead—earnestly, courageously and 
joyously in the struggle for liberation. Let us all 
recognize that we Jews are a distinct nationality of 
which every Jew, whatever his country, his station 
or shade of belief is necessarily a member. Let us 
insist that the struggle for liberty shall not cease until 
equality of opportunity is accorded to nationalities as 
to individuals. Let us insist also that full equality of 
opportunity cannot be obtained by Jews until we, like 
members of other nationalities, shall have the option 
of living elsewhere or of returning to the land of our 
forefathers. 


The Anglo-American Powers and India 
| by Taraknath Das 


I. 

— the latter part of the month of July 

1941, President Roosevelt by a superb act of 
statesmanship raised the status of the American Con- 
sul General at Calcutta, India, to the position of 
U. S. Commissioner to India with the rank of Min- 
ister. This has in turn led to the appointment of Hon. 
Mr. Bajpai, an Indian Member of the Viceroy’s Ex- 
ecutive Council, as Agent General for India in U.S.A. 
by the Government of India. It is most gratifying 
that this far-reaching act on the part of the govern- 
ments of the United States and Great Britain has 
raised the status of India as a nation. It might be 
regarded as the first act, giving India recognition of 
her status as a quasi-sovereign state by the Anglo- 
American Powers which are now engaged in fighting 
for world freedom. It is most befitting that the first 
diplomatic representation of India, although with a 
very limited scope, will begin in Washington, to ce- 
ment Indo-American friendship and co-operation in 
world politics. 

It is apparent that the United States Government 
has taken steps to extend recognition to India’s im- 
portance in world politics, because it must be evident 
to U. S. statesmen and military experts that the cause 
of victory of democracies—Anglo-American Powers 
and their associates—will depend largely upon Ind- 
ian co-operation. In fact India is bound to play the 


most decisive role in the future developments militar- 
ily in Africa, the Near East, the Middle East and the 
Far East. Today India holds the balance of power in 
Asia, Africa and Europe. 

II. 

The real reason behind the present World War is 
that Germany is trying to oust the Anglo-American 
Powers from their present position of political and 
economic eminence and to become the most dominant 
power in the world. Or in other words, the Anglo- 
American Powers are engaged in checking Germany’s 
aggressions leading to world domination. It is under- 
stood by Indian nationalist leaders, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Mr. Nehru and others that Germany is trying to be- 
come dominant not only in Europe, but also in Africa 
and Asia, by eliminating the actual and indirect con- 
trol of continents of Africa-and Asia by the Anglo- 
American Powers. Indian leaders are convinced that 
success of Germany over the Anglo-American Pow- 
ers in the present World War will be against the 
real interest of a free India. 

For the purpose of controlling Africa, Germany 
is using Italy, France (represented by the Vichy Gov- 
ernment of Marshal Petain) even Spain and Portugal. 
The Anglo-American Powers have so far succeeded in 
holding their own and even have defeated Italy in the 
African continent. In this struggle for the control of 
Africa, British and Australian soldiers have played 
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their part, but it is a fact recognized by the British 
High Command that without the support of Indian 
‘soldiers, using mechanized equipment, the brilliant 
achievements of General Wavell’s army against Ital- 
ian forces in Lybia and Abyssinia would not have been 
so easily accomplished. In the coming struggle for 
the protection of Egypt, the Suez Canal and control 
of Africa, Britain will have to depend considerably 
on Indian support and American tanks and aero- 
planes. India will serve as the ultimate base of opera- 
tions and thus General Wavell has been appointed 
the Commander-in-Chief of all forces in India. 

One of the principal causes of German onslaught 
against Soviet Russia is that Germany is not only 
interested in securing control over the regions of 
Ukraine and the Caucasus, but the Near East, Persia, 
Afghanistan and even India. Germany cannot carry 
out her program of eliminating British control and 
influence in the Near East, the Middle East and India, 
while Russia is actively engaged in opposing Ger- 
many. Thus when Germany failed to secure active 
co-operation from Soviet Russia against the Anglo- 
American Powers, she decided to carry on her war 
against Russia. 

If Germany succeeds in defeating Russia, then she 
will be in a position to bring tremendous pressure 
on Turkey, Iraq, Persia and Afghanistan to make a 
common cause with her against the Anglo-American 
Powers, which may become successful. To strengthen 
Russia’s resistance, steps should be taken to extend 
effective aid, so that under no circumstances would the 
regions of Baku and Batum and the oil-fields of Mosul 
and Persia ever fall into German hands. Therefore it 
is imperative that the Anglo-American Powers should 
devise means so that a large army from India with 
mechanized equipment and air force, will be able to 
undertake the task of co-operating with Russia. 
Such an effort may not only defeat the German forces, 
but will discourage any possibility of the Moslem 
bloc of Powers—Turkey, Iraq, Persia and Afghanis- 
tan—making a common cause with Germany against 
the Anglo-American Powers. 

Furthermore if the Anglo-American Powers suc- 
ceed in securing the co-operation of the Moslem bloc 
of Powers, then the support from Indian men, mech- 
anized equipment and other supplies would augment 
their offensive power against Germany in Asia, Africa 
and even in Europe. 

With the occupation of Indo-China by Japan, it 
is evident that Japan is moving southward against 
the Anglo-American Powers and the Dutch Indies. 
It is to be expected that Japan will make an offensive 
and defensive alliance with Siam to utilize her strate- 
gic position, resources and man power, against China 
or Burma or Malaya States or Singapore or the Dutch 
East Indies. It is clear that the Burma Road, the life- 
line for free China, Burma itself and adjoining terri- 
tories including Singapore cannot be defended with- 
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out support from India. It may not be out of place 
to point out that more than 125 years ago, during 
the Napoleonic War, when the Dutch East Indies fell 
in French hands, because of the conquest of Nether- 
lands by Napoleon, tens of thousands of Indian and 
British soldiers transported from India by Indian ships 
reconquered Java by defeating the combined Franco- 
Dutch forces. It seems that in the future defense of 
the Dutch East Indies, Indian support will play a 
more important part than American forces in the 
Philippines. Let us not forget that Britain has be- 
come a Pacific Power, due to her expansion to the Far 
East, through India, since the days of the East India 
Company. Today India holds the key to the solution 
of the Far Eastern question. 

III. 


It must not be forgotten that during the first World 
War of 1914-1918, India supplied no less than 
1,250,000 men in various battle-fields of France, 
Galipoli, Egypt, South Africa, the Near East and the 
Far East, including the protection of Hongkong, Sing- 
apore, Malaya States and Burma. Today India is 
playing a greater role in the protection of the British 
Empire than Czecho-Slovakia, Poland or China; and 
yet Mr. Churchill, who in the past persistently op- 
posed even promises of Dominion Status to India 
at any future date, has so far made no definite pro- 
nouncement regarding Indian Freedom, although he 
has most emphatically championed the cause of world 
freedom against Nazism. It is unfortunate and even 
politically dangerous that owing to this short-sighted 
policy of the British Government, the Government of 
India has not been able to secure the whole-hearted 
co-operation of Indian nationalists in the present 
struggle against Hitlerite Germany. (Today less than 
200,000 Indian soldiers are fighting for Great Britain, 
outside of India. This is much more than the con- 
tribution of the rest of the British Empire, except 
Britain). 

Professor Harold Laski in his book “Where Do 
We Go From Here?”, Mr. Francis Williams in his 
work “Democracy’s Battle’, Mr. Pierre Van Passen 
in his “The Time is Now”, and others have pointed 
out that to convince the people of India and the world 
at large, including a large section of the American 
public that Britain is really fighting for freedom of 
all peoples and not for her imperialism, the British 
Government should take immediate steps to guar- 
antee political freedom—lIndependence or Dominion 
Status—to India at a definite time in the near future, 
if not now. 

Anglo-American statesmen should take immediate 
steps to arouse the confidence and secure the co-opera- 
tion of the 350 millions of India, especially Indian 
leaders of the type of Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru, Bose 
and others whe are advocates of freedom for all op- 
pressed peoples and are thus against Nazism and Fas- 
cism. Let me quote a few sentences from Gandhi's re- 
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cent statement on “What India Wants From Eng- 
land”: 

“India asks from Great Britain the right to de- 
termine for herself her own future. We ask that 
the British Government make this possible by giv- 
ing effect to the decisions of a duly elected Con- 
stituent Assembly of India. 

“The decision of such an Indian Constituent 
Assembly may be for complete independence— 
but not necessarily. It may be for less than inde- 
pendence or some modified form of independence. 
It may even be for dominion status. 

“Once India has decided, there may very well 
be an alliance with Britain. My own hope is that 
there will be. For it must not be thought that 
India is solely anti-British. She is not. She is anti- 
foreign rule, rather than anti-British.” 

It is time now for the British Government—the 
King of England and the Emperor of India—to issue 
a Royal Proclamation regarding Indian Freedom, 
agreeing to Mahatma Gandhi's demands for calling 
a “duly elected Constituent Assembly of India.” Such 
an act will appeal to the imagination of the Indian 
people. President Roosevelt, with foresight of a 
great statesman, took steps for granting Philippine 
Independence; and for this reason, today the Philip- 
pines are ready to fight side by side with Americans 


for the common cause of freedom. If Britain con- . 


cedes Indian demands for freedom, there is a possi- 

bility of whole-hearted co-operation from India. 
Recently Sir Norman Angell, speaking in connec- 

tion with one of the sessions of the Institute of Inter- 
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national Relations at Bryn Mawr College, pointed 
out that the United States of America is virtually the 
senior partner in the great Anglo-American concern. 
This is true, and therefore the United States has a 
definite responsibility in solving Indo-British rela- 
tions. It seems to me that American statesmen should 
take the initiative for the application of President 
Roosevelt's famous “Four Freedoms” to India, where 
nearly 50,000 Indian patriots are being kept in prison 
for their legitimate demands for freedom for their 
country. Is it not desirable that as an evidence of 
Britain’s good faith to India, political prisoners in 
India should be freed now? 


For serving the best interests of the cause of the 
democracies, India should have her freedom and the 
Anglo-American powers should treat India as an ally 
as they are treating nationalist China. If the Anglo- 
American Powers fail to respond to India’s aspira- 
tions, then there cannot be any possibility of India’s 
acting as their ally, on the contrary there will be 
less co-operation from India which will be a calamity 
for Humanity. 
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fire You Interested 7 


. . . in a progressive Jewish national environment, congenial and 
intelligent comradeship, and a social and cultural program to meet 
your needs and interests? 


. in “doing something” about the many problems confronting us 
as Americans and as Jews? 


... in helping the Histadrut in Palestine,—our pioneering vanguard, 
—in the upbuilding of the Jewish homeland there? 


. . . in a fraternal program based on self-help and mutual aid, 
whereby the member and his family can receive the benefits of low 
cost cooperative life insurance, and disability, hospitalization and 
juvenile insurance? 

5. ...inan active Jewish organization that combines all these features 
in an attractive and interesting manner? 


IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR ALL THESE THINGS, YOU CAN FIND 
THEM ONLY IN THE JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE,— 
THE LABOR ZIONIST FRATERNAL ORDER! 


Write for more Information. 
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BOOKS 


Autobiography of a Shy Man 
1 HAVE CONSIDERED THE DAYS, by Cyrus Adler, 
Jewish Publication Society. xiii and 447 pp. 


In his autobiography the late Cyrus Adler reveals himself 
in a new light—as a successor of Pepys. The characters 
who traverse the pleasant pages of his book range from 
pistol-flourishing convivialists in Van Buren, Arkansas to 
the formal figures of Presidents, Ambassadors, Popes, august 
scientific dignitaries, and the scholarly librarians of another 
day. Antiquity and the Versailles Conference, Honolulu and 
the Holy Land are all noticed and commented upon in a 
generally cheerful vein. Hundreds of anecdotes crowd the 
canvas, most of them excellent, but some of them, not good, 
introduced by the remark that something droll happened 
to him. It was, apparently, a fortunate thing for Dr. Adlet’s 
career as a public speaker that he fell into the company of 
men with a fine store of anecdotes, because nothing very 
funny ever seems to have happened to himself. 

The book was dictated, and as a consequence the charac- 
teristic excellencies of Dr. Adler’s style are heightened rather 
than diminished. He learned his method of writing in early 
youth from a teacher who regarded it as the key to proper 
expression in Anglo-Saxon to avoid the use of conjunctions. 
By applying that rule Dr. Adler made his narrative bright, 
alert and flowing, and never impeded by the weight of its 
own words. a 

The method of this autobiography is the same as Dr. 
Adler’s method in writing his earlier biography of Jacob 
Schiff: to note down the facts and events of a life, instead 
of attempting an exposition of its motives. One wonders, 
however, if that method is equally applicable to an auto- 
biography as to a biography. After all, any scholar could 
discover fairly accurately what Dr. Adler did and what hap- 
pened to him, but no other person had the same access to 
his thoughts. 

One can easily understand why a shy man and a scholar 
like Dr. Adler should have thought his own affairs and 
thoughts of no interest to the world, but confined himself 
to recounting what he saw and heard in his life. As an 
objective history of his times, however, the autobiography 
might have been expected to contain valuable reports of the 
history of the Jewish community, with which Dr. Adler 
was so prominently connected. It is in this respect that 
the book is a disappointment, for it contains only scanty and 
essentially external impressions of those topics. For more 
revealing information, we shall have to wait for the publica- 
tion of his letters and diaries, which it is to be hoped will 
follow. BEN HALPERN 


A Book of Militant Zionism 


UNDEFEATED, by Solomon Goldman, The Zionist Organ- 
ization of America, Washington, D. C., 1940. 


At a time when so many Jews have been shell-shocked 
by the Nazi onslaught into defeatist attempts at self-efface- 
ment, the militant Zionism of Solomon Goldman’s “Un- 
defeated” should serve as a tonic to Jewish nerves. This 
book attempts no new diagnosis of the Jewish problem. The 
author recognizes in the pioneers of Zionist thought— 
Pinsker, Herzl, Nordau, Ahad Haam and Gordon—the diag- 
nosticians who have long ago analysed correctly the nature 
of the Jewish problem. But he illustrates the relevance and 
cogency of their thought by applying their philosophy to 
the tragic and heroic events of our day. The book consists 
of three addresses delivered during his presidency of the 
Zionist Organization of America. Though, in consequence 


of the rapid march of events, speeches tend quickly to lose 
much of their timeliness (e. g., since the book was published, 
Russia has been drawn into the war on the side of the de- 
mocracies), nevertheless, nothing that has happened has 
detracted from the essential significance of its message. 

Whether, as in the first address, Dr. Goldman is subject- 
ing the British governments’ policy toward Palestine to 
trenchant criticism, or, as in the second, he demands justice 
and not mere tolerance for our people from the non-Jewish 
world, or, as in the last, he affirms the inextricability of 
Palestine from Jewish history and destiny, he always speaks 
with an eloquence that is born of passionate conviction and 
inviolable loyalty. In his interpretation of contemporary 
events, he invariably envisages them from the standpoint 
of a Jew with a sensitive regard for Jewish honor. He has 
nothing but scorn for the Jews who, in the face of anti- 
Semitic attacks, resort to vain efforts at mollifying apolo- 
getics, or who would anticipate the death sentence pro- 
nounced on Jewry by Hitlerism through suicidal policies of 
self-abnegation and assimilation. He glories in the history of 
Jewish defiance throughout the ages against all the tyrannies 
that would impose themselves on the Jewish people, and he 
sees in the present struggle an opportunity for a new asser- 
tion of the Jewish protest against injustice and oppression. 
He flaunts with pride the achievements of the Yishub in 
Palestine and of the national cultural renaissance in the 
Diaspora. 

Yet Dr. Goldman is no chauvinist. He always sees the 
role of the Jewish people in history and in contemporary 
life as one of devotion to universal ethical ideals in collabor- 
ation with other nations. His Americanism is as proud as 
his Judaism. He resents the insult to America implied in 
the assumption that Nazi anti-Semitism can easily take root 
here, as he resents anti-Semitic libels against the Jews. And 
he has no more respect for that isolationism which would 
compromise American ideals to make peace with Nazism 
than he has for Jewish defeatism. 

For Jews of positive Zionist conviction, Dr. Goldman's 
book may not be needed, but they would enjoy reading it 
for the encouragement to be derived from its vigorous and 
robust spirit. For the Caspar Milquetoasts in Jewry, “Unde- 
feated” is strong medicine. They will not find what it has 
to say very palatable, but, if they can stand the shock of 
learning the truth about themselves, it may make new men 
out of them. EUGENE KOHN 


rhe Tey cereal 


“YOUR HOME RESORT THE YEAR ROUND” 


In the foothills of the Berkshires 


Thrill to the beauty of Country and Wood- 
land in this glorious month of October 


SPEND THE SUCCOTH HOLIDAYS AT THE LAKECREST FOR 
ONE OF YOUR NEVER-TO-BE-FORGOTTEN INTERLUDES 


Restful hours in the Autumn sun, the Lake beckoning 
from the door-way. Horseback riding, fishing, 
Campfires. Happy informal Evenings. 


Comfort, Congeniality Excellent Cuisine 
Special Rates During Month of October 


MRS. EVA BERG, Director 
HUNNS LAKE (Dutchess County) 
Stanfordville, N. Y. 


Stanfordville 4108 @ City Information: JErome 8-8899 
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Advice to the Josephs 


JACOB, by Irving Fineman, Random House $2.50. 295 pp. 


The Bible is a book in which everyone can no doubt find 
his favorite character. It is evident that in Jacob, Irving 
Fineman has found his prototype and, as he conceives him, 
the prototype of all “men of sensibility and good will.” The 
picture the novel draws is a parable of man’s curious, grop- 
ing search for knowledge, of the progressive refinement of 
tastes and ideas through growing understanding, and of the 
emerging ideal of divinity realized in human society. 


The book is written in the form of a letter from Jacob 
to his son Joseph, in whom all his hopes center, recounting 
the inward story of his life, and imparting the lessons he 
had learned regarding the manners and attitudes of men 
and women, friends and foes. The framework of the book, 
autobiographical and didactic at once, lends itself admirably 
to the shrewd excursions Fineman makes, in which his gen- 
eralizing, scientific mind applies itself to the riddles of 
human behavior. The author shows himself to be in close 
touch with those parts of the Scriptures in which the folksy, 
worldly wisdom and the skeptical piety of our ancestors are 
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preserved. It is those Biblical characteristics he embodies 
in his Jacob, rather than the elements of passion, the “sub- 
lime” aspirations, the mystery which another writer might 
have seen in the subject. What results is a book of cautions 
and advice to the Josephs of the world regarding the dangers 
and obstacles which the Esaus, the Simons and Reubens 
will put in their path, and the manner in which they may 
expect to be treated by women. As a tract for our times it 
is naive, just as it is anachronistic if regarded as a document 
a Jacob might really have written. 

The book escapes being a tract, however, by just that 
margin by which it succeeds in remaining a novel. Fineman 
is artist enough to keep in touch always with the mood of 
the subject and situations of his story. Throughout, the book 
maintains the atmosphere of emotion remembered in tran- 
quillity, the remembrance of things past as an active old 
man might see them—through a subdued, sad light. The 
lyricism of this book flows not like a torrent, but like a slow 
winding stream nearing the end of its journey. Only in its 
proverbs and sententious comments does it carry vigor and 
a challenge, which is precisely as the autobiographical novel 
of Jacob, as Fineman conceives him, should be oe, 











League for Labor Palestine 


September was an interim month in 
League affairs. The various sub-com- 
mittees of the Administrative Commit- 
tee met to carry on their respective 
assignments. The Administrative Com- 
mittee itself last met on September 7, 
1941, and will meet again Sunday af- 
ternoon, November 2, 1941. Its per- 
sonnel has been increased with the 
acceptance of membership by Dr. 
Joseph Levit of Philadelphia. 

The New Year message to the mem- 
bership by Dr. Herman Seidel has re- 
ceived much favorable comment, and 
so did the League advertisement in the 
Frontier. It is planned to continue these 
advertisements for some time to come 
as part of a concerted campaign to raise 
the League to the pitch of strength re- 
quired by the present critical situation 
in Jewish life. 

At this writing a number of League 
chapters had met and organized their 
activities for the forthcoming year. 
Honors go to Philadelphia which held 
its President’s Night meeting in honor 
of Dr. Herman Seidel, the National 
President, on September 28, 1941. The 
meeting, the initial one of the year, was 
well attended. Following the President’s 
address, there was a lively discussion in 
which the members participated. 

In Hartford, the Herzl Chapter. Mrs. 
Miriam Nemetz, Chairman, has formu- 
lated plans for a major fund-raising 
function in the form of a concert to be 
held at the Bushnell Memorial Hall, on 
November 25, 1941. This hall is the 
largest auditorium in the city of Hart- 
ford. In addition, the chapter, through 
Miss Esther Selterman, is making plans 
for four public forums to be held under 


its auspices during the course of the 
year. 


Not only have the Detroit chapters 
launched their work, but, according to 
Mr. Morris Lieberman, its Chairman, 
the Detroit League Council is already 
functioning as well. Preparations are 
being made for the city’s annual Fron- 
tier Dance and Entertainment. 

The Social Workers’ Chapter (N. Y. 
C.) held its annual Motzei Yom Kip- 
pur social and meeting on the evening 
of October 1, at the Jewish Club. The 
following officers for the coming year, 
elected: President, Mrs. Ruth D. Kap- 
lan; Vice-President, Mrs. Ruth K. 
Cohen; Recording Secretary, Miss Lil- 
lian Sandrow; Treasurer, Mr. Harry 
Saperstein; and Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Miss Esther Kinzler. A new Ex- 
ecutive Committee was likewise elected. 

“Brooklyn” (N.Y.) Chapter is plan- 
ning to open the season with a rally at 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center on Wed- 
nesday evening, October 5, 1941. The 
“Bialik” Chapter (Brooklyn, N.Y.) 
held its second meeting of the season 
on September 28 with Shalom Hektin 
of Kibbutz Yagur in Palestine, speak- 
ing to the group on “The Jewish 
People and the War.” 

In Newark (N.J.) the first meeting 
of the “Polevski” Chapter is scheduled 
for October 22 with Mr. Itzhak Nor- 
man as guest speaker. 

The Louis D. Brandeis Chapter of 
Baltimore was reorganized on Thurs- 
day, September 18, with Herman Laz- 
arus of Philadelphia, the National 
Secretary of the League, as the guest 
speaker. The chapter starts with twen- 
ty-five members and a large measure of 


enthusiasm, which is very promising 
for a rapid growth and development. 

A tentative date has been fixed for 
the President’s Night for New York 
City chapters. Barring unexpected 
changes in Dr. Seidel’s schedule, it will 
take place on November 2. A gala turn- 
out is expected. 


From October 15 through November 
2, Mr. Pinchas Cruso, Business Man- 
ager of the JEWISH FRONTIER and 
leading member on the Administrative 
Committee of the League, will visit 
several communities in the Middle 
West on behalf of the League and the 
FRONTIER. The cities to be included 
in the tour are: Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, Detroit, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland and Pittsburgh. The League 
chapters in those communities are ar- 
ranging either membership meetings 
or Executive Committee meetings with 
Mr. Cruso for the purpose of discuss- 
ing League organizational problems, 
arranging FRONTIER dinners wherever 
advisable, and hearing an analysis by 
Mr. Cruso of the present political situ- 
ation in Zionism. 

Mr. Philip Tannor, Chairman of 
the Bronx Group of the League, in- 
forms that the first gathering of the 
chapter will take place Sunday after- 
noon, October 12, at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Louis Jacobson. Mr. Isaac 
Hamlin, National Secretary of the 
Geverkshaften Campaign will be guest 
speaker and will devote his talk to an 
up-to-date report on the Histadrut. 

The Washington Chapter will re- 
sume its activities with a meeting for 
the election of officers and their instal- 
lation on Sunday evening, October 5. 
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NATIONAL LABOR 
COMMITTEE FOR 
PALESTINE 


1940-1 Histadrut Drive Near 
Half Million Mark 


Reporting to the first meeting of the 
National Council of the National Labor 
Committee, held Sunday, October 5th 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York 
City, Isaac Hamlin, national secretary, 
revealed that a total of $485,000 had 
been raised by the Histadrut campaign 
during the past year. This sum repre- 
sents an increase of $53,000 over that 
of the previous record of $432,000. 
Besides the financial achievements of 
the campaign, Mr. Hamlin pointed out 
that scores of new communities had 
been added to the list of Histadrut sup- 
porters, and thousands of new friends 
had been recruited. 

Israel Mereminski reported on the 
progress of the Histadrut in Palestine, 
made possible by the funds raised 
through the National Labor Com- 
mittee. A summary of his remarks will 
appear in the November FRONTIER. 

Harry Arial, associate secretary, stat- 
ed that the 17th annual National Con- 
vention will be held in New York on 
November 22 and 23. Invitations have 
been issued to all affiliated bodies and 
a record attendance is expected from 
all corners of the country. 

Fraternal greetings were sent by the 
Council to the American Federation 
of Labor convention in Seattle and an 
appreciation of the personal service 
rendered by William Green to the 
cause of world freedom and the Jewish 
Homeland in Palestine. 


Canadian Conference Adopts 


$50,000 Goal 


Meeting in Toronto on September 
14th, representatives of the major Jew- 
ish communities of Canada mapped out 
plans for raising a minimum of $50,- 
000 for the Histadrut during the 1941- 
2 campaign year. Moshe Dickstein, 
chairman of the Canadian Labor Zion- 
ist Actions Committee, presided at the 
luncheon which was addressed by A. J. 
Freiman, president of the Canadian 
Zionist Organization; Isaac Hamlin; 
David Wertheim, secretary of the Poale 
Zion; Chaim Langer, manager of the 
Toronto Cloakmakers’ Union; Council- 
man Albert Eaton of Montreal; M. A. 
Gray of Winnipeg, member of the 
Provincial Parliament; A. L. Achbar of 
Ottawa; S. A. Zwonkin of Hamilton; 
I. M. Bobrove of Montreal; H. M. 
Caiserman of Montreal, and Rivka 
Hurwich of the Toronto Pioneer 
Women. 

S. K. Ratliffe, noted British writer 
and contributor to the Manchester 
Guardian, and Baruch Zuckerman were 
the principal speakers at the mass meet- 


ing that concluded the conference pro- 
gram. Dr. S. B. Hurwich of Toronto 
presided. 


St. Louis Conference Adopts 
$25,000 Goal 

400 delegates representing 80 organ- 
izations participated in the annual His- 
tadrut Campaign Conference in St. 
Louis on September 28th, adopting a 
new quota of $25,000, according to 
word received from M. Jick, chairman 
of the drive. Principal speakers in- 
cluded Israel Mereminski, Dr. David 
Rebelsky, director of the mid-west re- 
gion, and A. H. Kushinsky, field repre- 
sentative of the Geverkshaften Cam- 
paign. 
Four Conferences Slated for 
October 

Four major conferences will inaugu- 
rate the 1941-2 Histadrut drive in as 
many cities during October, with the 
Mid-West Convention in Chicago 
heading the list on October 19th. Ye- 
hudith Simhonith of Palestine and 
Hayim Greenberg will be the main 
speakers at this gathering. Minneapol- 
is will also hold its conference on Octo- 
ber 19th with Hayim Greenberg as 
guest speaker, while Rabbi Jacob J. 
Weinstein will address the Pittsburgh 
campaign conference on the same day. 
Cleveland plans to begin its activities 
on October 26th, under the direction 
of the newly-appointed campaign di- 
rector, Dr. A. L. Berkowitz. 








DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 


Venderas 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicorr 2-2030 





NEW 
RICHMOND 


KENTUCKY AVENUE 
Just Off Boardwalk 


Atlantic City, N. J. 


$1.50 PER PERSON 


Evropean Plan 
Special Weekly Rates 


All Outside Rooms 
Most of Which Have Ocean View 


Ample Lobbies and Parlors 
In A Spirit of Homelike 
Refinement 


Write for Literature and Rates 
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SAVINGS BANK: 
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Low Cost 
LIFE INSURANCE and 


Easy Payment 


MORTGAGE LOANS 





Gincoln 
Savings Bank 


BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 


MAIN OFFICE, 531 BROADWAY 
GAY RIDGE: FIFTH AVE, COR. 7STH ST. 
FLATBUSH: CHURCH & NOSTRAND AVES. 
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DAIRYMEN’S 
LEAGUE 


COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, Inc. 


WISHES YOU 
A JOYOUS, HAPPY 
AND 
HEALTHY NEW YEAR 


Since good milk is one of the strong- 
est foundations of good health, the 
30,000 farmer members of the Dairy- 
men's League renew their pledge that 
Dairylea Milk will come to you with 
the same high standards of purity and 
richness that has always characterized 
this product. 


During the coming year, to be sure 
that you are getting purer, richer milk, 
ask for Dairylea from your neighbor- 
hood grocer. 


DAIRYLEA 
MILK 


INSPECTED — PROTECTED 


Ask for DAIRYLEA Milk in 
Your Local Store or Call 
GRamercy 5-5000 TRiangle 5-1800 
MOtt Haven 9-3776 














ENDORSED! 


The © seal of approval of 
the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of 
America is on the label. 


In New Orleans the universal favorite is Gumbo 
Creole Soup, a mouth-watering concoction of 
choice vegetables, delicately flavored with okra. 
And now Heinz chefs have ingeniously worked 
out a meatless, Kosher recipe for this tempting 


soup. Try Gumbo Creole by Heinz. Your pur- 


chase price refunded if you don’t agree that it 


sets the ‘“‘mevin” ravin’. 








